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On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- |, 
cy of granting a pension to Levi Johnston, for 
wounds received while in the military service of | 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. KENNON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices || 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Barnesville, by the way of Senecaville and Cum- 
berland, to Chandlersville, Muskingum county, 
Ohio; also, a post route from Senecaville, by the 
way of Burson’s Mills, to the Batesville Post 
Office, in Guernsey county, Ohio. 

Mr. LANE submitted the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 
' Resolved, That the Committee on the Public || 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confining the future sales of the public lands to 
actual and bona fide settlers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which, according to the rule, 
lies over one day : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || 
instructed to report to this House the number of 
claims to lands in the State of Louisiana, confirmed || 
under different acts of Congress, and the number 
of those acquired from the United States by 
purchase; the number of patents issued for the said 
claims, and which time will probably elapse before 
the whole of the patents due therefor can issue 
under present arrangements. 

Mr. LEWIS submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of com- 
pensating H. W. Russell for money advanced in 
anent forage for troops and volunteers at 

allassee, in Alabama, in or about the month of 
May, 1835. 

Be it further resolved, That said committee in- 
oe into the expediency of compensating Wiley 

arbin, of Tallassee, for provisions, subsistence, 
and forage furnished certain volunteers from the 
4th of May, 1836, to the 22d of same month; and 
also for a horse belonging to said Harbin, killed in 
the military service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the construction of a harbor 
at the mouth of the Little Calumet river, at Lake 
Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Missis- 
sippi, 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing ports of entry at Natchez, Grand Gulf, and 
Vicksburg, in the State of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an armory at the falls of the Ohio 
tiver, in the State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making further provision By law for the 
more efficient prosecution of the work upon the 
National road in Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an arsenal as a place of levet for 
the public arms at Columbus, or elsewhere, in the 
State of Ohio, 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting the annual report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
showing the operations of that office for the years 
1835 and 1836, be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 
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| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | act, to the widows of those who may have died, 


| of ceding to the State of Alabama the unsold lands | 


| agement of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 


Mr. LYON submitted the following resolution; || thorizing, by further amendment of said act, the 


| Lands inquire into the present situation of the 
title to the four reserved sections of land within | 
the district of country allotted to the Tombeckbee | 
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On motion. of Mr. McCARTY, — 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- | 
nals be instructed to inquire inio the expediency 
of amending the several acts for the construction | 
and continuation of the Cumberland road, so as to 


| authorize the further construction thereof through- 
| out the State of Indiana, to be let out by contracts 


in sections, upon notice, to the lowest bidder; and | 


| of authorizing the immediate grading and bridging || 
| of the unfinished parts thereof through said State; | 
/and that said committee further inquire into the | 
| expediency of an additional appropriation for the || 


further construction and completion of said road. | 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, i] 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 


in the Huntsville land district in that State, to- 


have been sold since the first day eed 1836, | 
to be applied to the improvements of the ‘T 


see river, at the Muscle and Colbert Shoals, upon | ernment of Wisconsin as to authorize the appoint- 


the plan adopted and in progress, under the man- 


which was read and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


Association of French Emigrants, for the cultiva- 
tion of the vine and olive; and into the expediency 
of making provision, by law, for perfecting the 
title to such of the allottees as may have fulfilled, 


tlement and cultivation on any portion of said four 
sections, and tendered the ehine money within 
the time required by law; and of making some 
final disposition of any remainder of said four sec- 
tions. 

Mr. CARTER submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which were read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of connecting the Tennessee waters with the 


at some point on the Hiwassee river, in East Ten- 
nessee. 

Resolved further, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire also into the propriety of con- 
tinuing the improvements heretofore commenced 
by the United States at the Muscle Shoals, in the 


State of Alabama, up the Tennessee and Holston | 


rivers to King’s Post, by an appropriation from 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. CARTER also submitted the following 
resolution; which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of relinquishing the title of the United States to the 
remaining remnant of the public lands in the State 
of Tennessee, to the said State, for the promotion 
of the improvements of the Tennessee and Holston 
rivers, and such other improvements as said State 
may deem proper. 

Mr. CUSHMAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the declaration of James Har- | 


rald, alias James Harrod, deceased, a soldier of 
the Revolution, with the accompanying papers, be 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 


sions, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making an allowance to the heirs of said 
James Harrold, deceased, for his revolutionary 
services. 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of allowing Russell Atwater, of Norfolk, in the || 


State of New York, an invalid pension from the 
time he was wounded until the time he was 
placed upon the roll of invalid pensioners. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 


ennes- || 


as required by their contract, the conditions of set- | 


Coosa river, by a canal or railroad, commencing || 
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| be directed to inquire into the justice and expedi- 
| ency of making further allowance and pay to Eze- 


'| kiel Jones, commander of one of the revenue cut- 


ters of the United States, for services rendered in 
| Florida, during the past year. 
| On motion of Mr. HEMAN ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the law passed on the 4th 
| day of July, 1836, entitled ‘An act granting half 
| pay to widows or orphans, when their husbands 
| and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
| military service of the United States, in certain 
| cases, and for other purposes,’’ as to extend the 
provisions, contained in the third section of said 


or shall die, subsequent to the passing thereof. 


| gether with the proceeds of such of said lands as | On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
| amending the act establishing the territorial gov- 


ment of two additional attorneys; and that the 
committee also inquire into the expediency of au- 


| extension of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
| peace, in cases where the sum in controversy shall 
| not exceed one hundred dollars. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, it 


| was 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| making appropriations in lands and in money for 
the construction of roads in the Territory of Wis- 
|| consin, from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi 
|| river, through the lead mines of the United States; 
|| for a road from the northern boundary line of 
|| Missouri, through the counties of Des Moines and 
|| Du Buque; for the completion of the road leading 
from Chicago, lllinois, through the counties of 
| ev and Brown, to Fort Howard, at Green 
|| Bay. 
‘|| Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
| lowing resolution; which was rejected: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
|| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
|| appropriating money for holding treaties with, and 
| the purchase of the lands belonging to, the Sacs, 
|| Fox, Sioux,and Winnebago Indians, in Wiscon- 
|| sin Territory, and to provide for their removal 
|| west of the Mississippi river. 


Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
|| lowing resolution; which was rejected: 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
|| Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
| cy of making appropriations for the completion of 
| the road leading from Fort Dearborn, at Chicago, 
| Illinois, through the counties of Milwaukie and 
Brown, in Wisconsin Territory, to Fort Howard, 
at Green Bay; for the opening of roads from Lake 
|| Michigan, in Milwaukie county, to the Missis- 
|| Sippi river; and from the northern boundary line 
|| of Missouri, within the county of Des Moines, 
|| through the county of Du Buque, to Prairie du 
|| Chien and Fort Crawford. 

|| Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on ‘the Public 
|| Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of appropriating, for the purposes of conetructing 
|| roads and bridges in the Ferritor of Wisconsin, 
| in money, in value at this time of a the rent lead 
|| received at the United States lead mines, on the 
| Upper Mississippi river; which money shall be 
|| expended for the above purposes under the direc- 
| tion of the Governmentand Legislative Assembly 
|| of said Territory. 
|. Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
|| lowing resolution; which was read and rejected: 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
|| Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the act of Congress for laying off 

certain towns in Wisconsin, approved July 2, 
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1836, as to conform in its provisions to the amend- | Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury| 


ment to an act entitled, ‘* An act authorizing the || communicate to the Senate the latest statement 
laying off a town on Bean river, in the State of || made at, or for, the Treasury of the condition of 


Illinois, and for other purposes, approved the fifth | 


day of February, 1829.” 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a separate territorial government for 


that section of the present Territory of Wiscon- || 
sin, which lies west of the Mississippi river and || 


north of the State of Missouri. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of im- | 


proving harbors and constructing light-houses on 
the coast of Lake Michigan, in the counties of 
Milwaukie and Brown, in Wisconsin Territory; 
and that the said committee also inquire into the 


atthe head of Green Bay, and of placing buoys 
in the channel of Green Bay, to the mouth of Fox 
river. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. PARKS, EVANS, FAIRFIELD, MA- 
SON, and HALL, of Maine. 

Messrs. BURNS, CUSHMAN, and BEAN, 
of New Hampshire. 

(Mr. Bean presented the petition of Simeon 


Smith, asking a pension for revolutionary services. | 
The petition of Hannah Gordon, asking a pen- | 


sion for the services of her husband, William 
Gordon. ] 
Messrs. BRIGGS, LAWRENCE,LINCOLN, 


BORDEN, REED, ADAMS, CALHOUN, and || 


CUSHING, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island. 


ticut. 
(Mr. Incuam presented the following: Petition 


ef John Bushop, a revolutionary soldier, asking | 


for a pension—referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions; of Cynthia Ruggles and 
others, asking for an exclusive property in a new 


and useful invention—referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary; of Elihu Sanford, asking com- || 
pensation for services rendered in the revolution- | 
war—referred to the Committee on Revolutionary || 


Claims; of Alexander Phelps, an invalid pen- 


sioner, asking foran increase of pension—referred | 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; of 


the inhabitants of Connecticut, asking appropria- 


tions to erect spindles, &c., in the harbors of | 


Killingsworth and Greenwich, and also for the 
improvement of the harbor of West Brook in that 


State; of William Culver—referred to the Com- 


mitfee on Commerce; of Gordon Robbins, asking 


remuneration for the loss of his vessel which was | 


destroyed by the enemy a late war; also 
of the ship-owners, and of the 
pany, praying that a light boat, with increased 


tonnage, be established on Bartlett’s Reef—referred | 


to the Committee on Commerce. 


Messrs. EVERETT and ALLEN, of Ver- | 


mont. 


Messrs. GILLET, WARDWELL, CAM- 


BRELENG, TURRILL, WARD, TAYLOR» 
BOCKEE, HUNTINGTON, and LOVE, o! | 


New York. 


[Among the petitions presented by Mr. Cam- | 
BRELENG was a memorial from about eight thou- | 


sand inhabitants of the city of New York, prayin 
for a repeal of the duty on coal. Mr. C. remarke 


that they were believed to be generally men in | 
poor circumstances, and the petition was chiefly 
from the upper wards, got up without the aid of 


** foreign agencies.’’] 


On motion of Mr. McCKENNAN, the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 20, 1836. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. WRIGHT, 
KENT, PARKER, LINN, BAYARD, TOM- 
LINSON, ROBBINS, RIVES, KING, of Ala- 


bama, and WALL. 


_ Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 


lutions: é 


Messrs. INGHAM and HALEY, of Connec- | 











the deposite banks, exhibiting, among other par- 

ticulars, the names and places of all deposite banks 

appointed since the 23d June last, their capitals, 

_ and the amounts of public moneys actually trans- 
ferred or ordered to be 

| respectively. 


transferred to those banks 


solved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


communicate to the Senate a detailed statement of 
| all transfers of public moneys ordered since the 
|, 23d of June last, for the purpose of executing the 
| act of that date for regulating the deposites of the 
public moneys, showing the dates and amounts 
of such transfers, from what place to what place, 
from what bank to what bank, and the times 
allowed for such transfers respectively; also, a 
similar statement of all transfers other than such || 


; ; ; : | as were made in execution of the aforesaid act. 
expediency of constructing a pierand beacon light | 


Mr. WEBSTER said the gentleman from 


Missouri [Mr. Benton] who yesterday addressed 

the Senate, read statements, obtained at the Treas- 
| ury, from which it would appear that certain 
| banks had enlarged their discounts since the date 
|| of the Treasury order of the 11th of July. That 
| fact was not new or surprising to him, [Mr.Wes- 
ster.] He believed it had been understood gen- 
erally that such was the case; but the 
was, what banks found themselves o fuged to | 
enlarge their discounts? Were they the banks of 
the United States generally? banks in the princi- 
pal commercial places? or a majority of them? 
He understood the case to be far otherwise; that 
|| the banks, in regard to which the statements were 
|| produced, were deposite banks, or some of them. 
They constituted but a small proportion of all the 
banks in the United States, an 
|, some sixty or seventy toa thousand. He under- 
stood that one of the prominent objections to the 
| Treasury order, and against the manner of exe- 
cuting the deposite law, was, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had proceeded to execute the depos- 
ite law, an 
| drawn from some of the banks; that in such situa- 
tions the transfers did not meet the general pur- 
poses of business; and that these large sums of 
| money were drawn from other places where they 
were very much wanted at the time. 
asked for the information with a view to see how 
|| that matter was. Certainly among the prominent 
| objections, both as regards the deposite act and 
| the order of July last, were, that transfers had 
| been made where not wanted, and not made to 
| those banks where money was wanted, in those 
| places to which transfers had been made, and 


uestion 


the proportion, 


that large sums of money had been 


He had 


not wanted, the banks were chargeable with in- 
terest beyond a certain amount, and it was their 
natural desire, therefore, to put the money out 
upon loans to any one that would take it; for 
otherwise the deposite would be a heavy charge 


ew London Com- 1 to them. 


The first resolution might be answered without 
any delay, and lead to the public good; and as to 
the second, he did not suppose that any great 
time would be necessary to prepare an answer to 


it. . 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired whether the honorable 
Senator (Mr. Wesster] meant to ask for any more 
than the last statement rendered at the Treasury 
Department? 

Mr. WEBSTER replied that it was not his 
desire that the inquiry should go back and call for 
a voluminous amount of matter; he only wished 
to have the last statement received. 

Mr. WRIGHT having made no objection, 

The resolutions were accordingly agreed to. 

Mr. MORRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of giving the consent 


of the United States, that each and every tract of 


land which has heretofore been, or hereafter may 
be, sold by Congress, be liable to taxation oy State 
authority; and that the several State Legislatures 
in whose States any such lands are situated, be at 
liberty to repeal any law or ordinance passed by 
such State, in — of any act of Congress, 
by which such State is prohibited from laying 


any tax upon lands sold by the United States for 
the term of five years from and after the date of 
' guch sale. 














December 20, 


NOTICE OF BILL. 
Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would, on 


| to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill in addition 
to the act entitled an act to provide more effecty. 
ally for the settlement of accounts between the 


United States and the receivers of the public 
moneys. 
Also, a bill anticipating the payment of the re. 


maining instalments of the indemnity due Amer. 
ican citizens under the French treaty. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bij} 


to authorize the East Florida Railroad Company 
to construct a railroad through the public lands; 


which was read twice and referred. 
Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- 


vide for the legal adjudication and settlement of 
claims to lands therein mentioned; which wag 
| twice read and referred. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 


a bill to authorize the Pensacola and Perdido Rail. 


road and Canal Company to cut a canal and con- 
struct a railroad through the public lands; which 
was twice read and referred. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, on leave, introduced a bill 
to provide for the enlistment of boys in the Navy, 
and extend the term for the enlistment of seamen; 
which was twice read and referred. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The resolutions submitted on Thursday b 
Messrs. TALLMADGE and MOORE, and the 
resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. ROB- 
INSON, NILES, NICHOLAS, WALKER, 
EWING of Ohio, LINN, and BENTON, were 
severally considered and adopted. 


BENJAMIN MURPHY. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted documents in support 
of the claim of Benjamin Murphy; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


PROTECTIVE DUTIES. 


Mr. NILES arose and remarked that he hada 
motion to submit, with the view of taking the sense 
of the Senate, on a question which concerned a 
committee whose duties and rights he was per- 
haps bound to look to, and which, he apprehended, 
was of no small importance to the country. The 
Senate, yesterday, on motion of the Senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Ca.uoun,] referred so much 
of the President’s message as relates to a reduc- 
tion of duties to the wants of the Government to 
the Committee on Finance. He did not object to 
this motion, although he had supposed that the 
reference which had previously been made was 
sufficiently definite. In one view of the question, 
it was undoubtedly one of finance, and he did not 
object to its going to that committee; but he did 
object to the argument of the Senator from South 
Carolina, or the ground on which he rested his 
motion—that the reduction of the revenue was 
purely a question of finance. If this was correct, 
then the Committee on Manufactures had nothing 
to do with any question of reduction or repeal of 
duties, even uponarticles belonging confessedly to 
the protected class. The protective principle, then, 
is to be repudiated and excluded from your revenue 
laws. This was a question of too great magni- 
tude, and too intimately connected with the great 
interests of the country, and the sensibilities of the 
people, to be discussed on the motion he had to 
submit. It was sufficient for his purpose that this 
principle was not yetrepudiated. Surely the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina need not be informed 
that the act of 1833, commonly called the compro- 
mise act, in the passage of which he took so prom- 
inent a part, distinctly recognises this principle; 
the protective principle, indeed, forms the very 
basis of that act. In any attempt to reduce the 
revenue, let it come from what committee it might, 
he apprehended that the principal difficulty—and 
it would be one of no small magnitude and deli- 
cacy—would be found to arise from the domestic 
interests affected, or which may be supposed to 
be affected, by the reduction. He had no wish to 
claim this responsible and delicate duty for the 
Committee on Manufactures; he only wished to 

know what the duties of that committee are, @ 
whether they had anything to do with this sub- 
ject. On this question he wished to have the sens¢ 
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ita distinct motion. | and genuine paternity of this measure, and he 
* ar. N. moved that so much of the President's || should dissent from the gentleman as to the mate- 
message a8 relates to a reduction of protective || riality of some things of which he had spoken. 
duties, and that part which relates to a repeal of | |! 
the duties on provisions and fuel, be referred to | the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] sub- 
the Committee on Manufactures. | mitted for the consideration of the Senate on the 

Mr. CALHOUN thought the motion was not || 25th of April last, relative to the expediency 
in order. The part of the President’s. message || of passing a law making gold and silver only a 
(he said) alluded to by the gentleman was dis- || tender in payment for the publiclands. That 
tinetly referred yesterday to the Committee on 


Finance. | of Mr. Ewine, after debate thereon, laid upon the 


d to modify hi tion, || table; and in that inglorious repose it remained. | to it, decreeing in what currency they should be 
Dir. NELLIS thes move ena: With the general consent of the Senate this meas- | F ' : 


and confine it to so much of the President’s mes- 
e as related to a repeal of the duties on pro- 
yisions and fuel. 
ye eney nah which he vesteriey one . | indicated in the Senate, that it had but very few 
a. He thought that the wording of his motion | oe tae tg ore! 
sufficiently plain to include both the reduc- | ®4Journed asa body, t jan this measure was 
oa and repeal of duties. He was aware that a ht forward, and furnished the materials for 
: : e 
a. ee eee ee ae -amble, in which its objects were set forth—that 
Je Sag but he thought the Finance Committee _it was to protect settlers, &c., and the universal 
more appropriately fitted for the task than any 
other committee of that House. There were on it 
two gentlemen representing together the entire | 
aggregate interest of the northern manufacturers. | 
in the next place, there was the Senator from | 
Louisiana, [Mr. Nicnoxas,}] who represented the 
great sugar interest of the South; and then there 
was the Senator from Missouri, who represented 
the lead interest. He saw the difficulties to be 
encountered, and regretted them; but he still 
thought that the Committee on Finance was the 
most appropriate one to consider the subject. 
His motion, he repeated, comprehended both the 
reduction and repeal of duties. 


On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the mo- 


tion was laid on the table. 
| had undertaken the province of doing that which 


eee ee the Legislature, in their wisdom, had neglected t 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || “ge : 5 dah beak tee te dodo 


a . | do! So, that Senators had been tardy in doin 
of the special order of the day, which was the res- | their work, and what they left undone, the Ex. 
olution submitted by Mr. EWING, of Ohio, to || gcutive was to fulfil ! Now, according to the 
rescind the Treasury order designating the funds || sroument of the Senator from Missouri, notwith- 
to be received in payment for the public lands; |) standing no legislative action had been had on the 
when : subject, the President was perfectly justified in 
Mr. BENTON read some documents, which he issuing the order. 
accompanied with a few remarks, in continuation Mr. C. objected not only to what had been 
of his speech of yesterday. done, but also to the manner, not concurring with 
Mr. CRITTENDEN addressed the Senate at || the gentleman in the ‘‘how.’’ He thought that 
considerable length, but in so low a tone of voice || the manner of the proceeding, if not contrary to 
as to be almost totally inaudible to the reporter in 
his opening remarks. He was understood to 
advert to the speech of the honorable Senator 
from Missoari, [Mr. iM BY delivered yester- 
day, and say that ne {[Mr, B.] had taken occa- 
sion then to rebuke gentlemen for the course they 
had thought proper to take at the lact session 
of Congress, in regard to the distribution of the 
surplus revenue. For his (Mr. C.’s) part, he was 
quite willing, in common with others, to bear 
his share of the blame for the connexion he had 
had with that bill, if any blame could fairly be 
charged. He remembered well that the Senate 
appropriated $38,000,000; and now it was com- 
plained of, because many bills, involving appro- 
priations, were not then disposed of entirely. It 
was made a subject of great rebuke and reprehen- 
tion before the whole community, that Senators 
did not appropriate much more money. He 
would repeat, that so far as concerned himself, 
he was willing to state in the face of the whole 
country the part he took on the occasion alluded 
o. He felt the proud consciousness of having 
done his duty, and took to himself the merit of 
being instrumental in getting a bill passed which 
would be beneficial in its effects to the whole 
community. So much, then, for that subject. 
The more immediate one for consideration was || the State of Illinois, or Ohio, or Indiana, have 
the Treasury order, issued on the 11th of July ea personal right or personal pretensions than 
last; and in what he purposed to say he should be || himself or any other Senator? here was this 
as brief as ible. superior right or title? Where, then, was found 
The Treasury order had been defended with all || the right to demand payment in the terms of the 
the zeal and all the man, which invariably char- || Treasury order? Nowhere. But it was said that 


ure was prone to sleep, and receive a sort of 
| silent and most unequivocal go-by. 


/made the ground work of the Treasury order 
in July. Here, then, was an attempt to supply 
legislative authority by executive authority. The 
gentleman from Missouri called upon the genius 
'and spirit of the country for its support. He 


tion was in its terms according to the genius 
and the spirit and Constitution of the country ? 
| Were a few individuals to determine questions of 
policy involved in the measure—of its effects upon 
the currency, trade, and commerce of the land— 
of the great questions affecting their constituents, 





| gress, and for general legislation? And here, in 


| 
! 
| 
| 


trary to the genius of the people, derogatory to 


power. — 
At the time the Treasury order was issued, was 








upon the power of the Senate, and to increase the 
power of the Executive, he would reject it. There 


in respect to receiving payment for them. And, 
the second objection he entertained was, as to the 
discrimination between the classes of debtors for 
public lands and all other public debtors. Here, 
then, was a personal distinction made, predicated 
upon the place of residence of the purchaser. Now, 
was it consistent with the equality, the immunity, 
and the right which guards the people of this 
Union, in whatsoever part of it they may live? 
The public lands, being a common property, how 


acterized the gentleman, (Mr. Benton.} And he 
tandidly confessed that he could readily excuse 
i¢ something more than ordinary zeal and fervor 
displayed by the honorable Senator. He thought 

by the aid of circumstances, pregnant with 


with that which had been made in different acts 
roviding by preference for settlers on the public 
ands, and giving them a preference of the lands. 
Suppocing (and certainly he was not disposed 


) It appeared | 
to him, so far as he could judge from what was || 


However, no sooner had the Senate | 


reasury order, to which was annexed a pre- | 
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of the Senate, and for that purpose he would sub- | circumstantial evidence, that he could see the true | 


4 


35 


to contest it) that it be conceded, as the gentleman 
argued, that Congress had a right to discriminste 


| between settlers on the public lands, yielding them 


| had the power? 


opulas denunciation was raised against squatters. | 
| The resolution, rejected in April, he repeated, was 





(Mr. C.) would ask whether the order in ques- || 


| the present instance, it would seem the Executive || 


the spirit of the Constitution, was certainly con- | i 





| 


happened it, he desired to know, that residents of | 


the discrimination made here was of a character | 





. | advantages as to the terms of purchase, &c,, how 
Mr. C. next adverted to the resolution which | 


far did he advance to.the conclusion that because 
Congress had the power to do this, the Executive 
From the argument that had 
been advanced, it would seem to be assumed that 
because there existed legislative power, there must 


: | be executive power also. 
| resolution (continued Mr. C.) was, on the motion | 


But whoever heard of an Executive fixing the 
price of the public lands? Or, what was equivalent 


paid for, &c. Mr. C, Knew not in what sense of 
the word this could be regarded as an Executive 
power. He contended that the order was illegal, 
and beyond the competency and power of the 
| President. Upon what principle could a man 
justify himself in saying to a debtor for land, ** You 
must pay me in gold and silver;’’ and to an im- 
porter, ‘* You shall pay me in paper?” Was 
there equality, equity, and justice in this? He 
conceived there was not; and he was the more op- 
osed to the discrimination and distinction in this 
Instance, because it was prejudicial to the interests 
| of the West and favorable to the Atlantic citiee, 
where the commerce is, and the revenue arising 
| from the customs is collected, and that in a less 
valuable medium of payment. Was it just? Was 
| it right? 
| Mr. C. went on to show what he deemed would 
be the consequences and operations of the Treas- 
ury order at the West, if it were continued longer 
| in operation. He maintained that all the specie 
| collected at the receivers’ offices for lands would 
necessarily, and as a matter of course, find its way 


|| back to the North and East, from whence it would 


|| be again carried back to the West. Specie might, 
far and wide? Were they not questions for Con- | 


and would, be collected at the West, and return to 
the Atlantic sea-board. He argued that the effects 
of the order worked injuriously on the people of 
| the western States, and said that they were indig- 
nant on account of the discrimination made be- 
tween them and people living in other parts of the 
| country. He had not entertained the idea that the 
effects of the order would have been so severely 
felt as they have, for he thought there would be no 
gree difficulty in transporting specie to the West 
rom the great cities of the North, by means of the 
numerous railroads now in operation. But he un- 
derstood that there was a much better scheme in 
operation. Supposing a man in the city of Wash- 
| ington intended to go west to purchase land; why, 
| before going, he would take a draft to the Wash- 
ington bank and present it. He would then be 
 eakea what kind of money he wanted; whether 


the legislative authority, their judgment, and their || specieor not. ‘Oh, yes, | want specie.” Then 


| a little keg is taken out, and wheeled from the 
| bank to the Treasury. This fact, he (Mr. C.) 


there (Mr. C. asked) any change in the condition || had been informed of by a guceeee upon whose 
and circumstances of the country? None that hehad || word he could rely with t 
ueard of. He objected to the order, and it should | Well, this little kes had been #0 frequently back- 
| be reccinded. Growing out of the circumstances || wards and forwar 

which he had stated, and its tendency to encroach || had become the ridicule of the people in the Treas- 


e utmost confidence. 
s on the same errand, that it 


| ury Department. It had been rolled to an fro so 
| often, a distance of sixty yards, that upon a cal- 


were other objections, infinitely greater than those || culation at the Treasury, it had travelled eleven 
he had named. The first was, to that part of the || hundred and odd miles. 
order in which a discrimination was attempted to || 


be made between purchasers of the public lands, || competent to decide what had produced the pecu- 


Mr. C. observed that he did not feel himself 


| niary difficulties said to exist in the commercial 
| parts af the country. Whether or not they were 
| attributable to the Treasury order, he could not 
| say; but it was certainly true, that throughout a 
| great portion o° the West the consequences were 
| attributed to the document in question. The gen- 
'tleman from Missour: supposed it had not pro- 
| duced the effects; then he (Mr. C.) would ask 
what had? He wished to know what were the 
effects it had produced. Had the order increased 
| the amount of specie in the country? Had it 
increased the quantity in circulation. If it had 
not been productive of the evil attributed to it, 
where was the good that had accrued? That 
| good, he would say, remained undiscovered. 
Mr. C. contended that no matter how often, or 
in what manner, money was removed from the 
| pease whence it was derived in the course of 
| business, it would always return to them, and 








| therefore it was only to embarrass the people of 


| the West by throwing spécie among them. An 
‘ 


artificial course might be given to money, but no 
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aot could grow out of it; and none could be | 


eluded by the order. 


But (said Mr. C.) it was the distribution bill, || 


according to the gentleman, which had furnished 

the basis for all these evils; though he had no | 
doubt but that in the manner of executing it these 
evils had been greatly aggravated. He had no 
doubt but that it was perfectly in the power of the 
officers of the Government so to have distributed 
this money, under the deposite law of the last 
session, as to have avoided all derangement, and 
to have given a permanent prosperity, instead of 
a temporary pressure, on the pecuniary affairs of 
the country. But all these considerations had 
been left out of view; and they had undertaken, 
like common porters or common carriers, to trans- 
port money across the country for no good pur- 
aay whatever. We, in Kentucky, (said Mr. C.,) 


ad rather, by forty or fifty thousand dollars, | 


that they had given us our portion of two millions 
in New York, because we would have sold it in 
Kentucky, and received the money for it there, 
with a premium of one or two percent. The State 
would have gained by this mode of distribution, 
the country would have been made prosperous by 


it, and no complaint of pressure or embarrass- || 


ment would have been heard. But, instead of 
this salutary operation, one mischievous and dan- | 
gerous has been followed. The gentleman spoke 
much of a panic. A little starveling panic had 
had the honor of dying by the hand of an honor- 
able Senator. 


nity? There were other gentlemen on that floor 


who understood that part of the subject better | 
than he did, and to them he committed it; but if | 
there was any truth in what he had heard, there || 


was an extraordinary pressure pervading the 


wholecommercial community from Boston to New || 
Was | 
it your little starveling panic that had done all this, || 


Orleans. What had caused this pressure? 
or was it the Treasury order? The gentleman 
loved the Treasury order well, but the pressure 
produced by it was to be called a panic. 

All is well, cries the gentleman; the country is 
happy and prosperous; there was nothing but a | 
little panic to complain of. Now this terfh panic 
had furnished its full contribution to many a pon- | 
derous and patriotic speech; it had pointed many 
a sentence, and had been found quite useful when 


argument was wanting. When distress pervades || 


the whole country, and no remedy can be found, 
then the easy and compendious mode of reliefis, to 


ery ‘‘ panic,” ** panic,’’and by this sort of Senato- || 
rial remedy the country is to be satisfied. Does || 


your statesmanship (said Mr. C.) go no further | 
than this? When suffering comes, will you silence | 
the voice of complaint by crying * panic, panic;”’ | 
that this panic has been gotten up by the artifice | 
of the enemies of General Jackson. I know (said | 
Mr. C.) that you cannot consider yourself as 
having performed your duty to your country, if 
ou limit your duties to the exercise of your 
Sones in crying ‘‘ panic, panic.”? The gentleman 
enlarged on the insecurity of the notes furnished | 
by these one thousand banks, and contended that 
the Treasury order had had the effect to restrain 
their issues. To this worthless currency the 
gentleman was opposed, and (said Mr. C.) soare 
we all. But the gentleman supposed that they 
were not all so. He supposed that there was | 
a party in this country, whose origin he traced 
with the skill of a — genealogist up to the 
days of Alexander 
silver, and loved a paper currency. I assure the 
gentleman (said Mr. C.) that I am not one of | 
those who hate gold and silver. These “ rascal | 
counters’’ I have a great affection for. The gen- | 
tleman had done his political opponents great 
injustice, for the haters of gold and silver were of | 
& class of politicians not tobefound. Mr. C. here | 
took a review of the course of the two parties | 
opposed to each other on the question of rechar- 
tering the Bank of the United States, and con- 
tended that those in favor of the charter were the 
real friends of gold and silver, because their object 
was to sustain an institution having a currency 
based on specie, and possessing the power to 
restrain the excessive issues of the spurious and 
unsound currency of which the gentleman from 
Missouri complained. On the other hand, he 
contended that those who had successfully op- 


| 





Jamilton, that hated gold and || 


| posed the recharter of the bank were to be justly 
chargeable with all the evils which had resulted 
from the excessive increase of bank paper in the 
absence of that salutary restraining power; and he 
said that all the predictions of the friends of the 


|, bank, in relation to the alarming increase of irre- 


_ sponsible banks, had been more than accomplished. 
| The President (caid Mr. C.) thought the order 
was right, and therefore Congress must think’so. 
| Now, he was sure this was logic which Senators 
| would not believe in. If the executive head of a 
| Government were blind, then, as a matter of 
course, according to the argument which had been 
advanced, #0 were the legislators of a country. 


|| He was sure that this was a doctrine in which 


Senators could not believe. With regard to gold 
and silver, about which so much had been said, 
he would merely say, for the satisfaction of the 
Senator from Missouri, that he agreed with him. 
to a great extent; and gladly would he assist him 
in correcting many of the evils of which he com- 

| plained, as connected with the circulation of bank 
papers but he (Mr. C.) feared that the evil was 
eyond their reach, as they had no control over 
the States which issued so much paper; anf what- 
ever arguments might be made here, or elsewhere, 

| against the present system of banking would avail 
nothing. As we have now no banking system, 
the national bank being put down, the country 

| must be considered as itis. Now, ifthe Treasury 


| order was issued to correct the evils arising from 
Was this all the comfort that was | 
to be given to a complaining commercial commu- | 


the defective state of the currency, and it had not 
had the desired effect, but, on the contrary, to 
derange it the more, would it be right or just to 
continue the order in force? He should oppose 
it, because it was only calculated to increase the 
disorder of the currency, rather than to remedy it. 

Mr. C. concluded by saying that he saw no 
occasion for using the language which the gentle- 
man from Missouri had done, indicative of the 
gratitude and thanks that were due to the Execu- 
| tive for the course he had adopted in causing the 


| order to be issued. He (Mr. C.) was willing to 
|| respect the Executive in proportion to the fidelity 
:| and wisdom he had shown in the discharge of his 


duty, but there was no necessity for treating him 


|| as a sort of demi-god. 


__ The gentleman from Missouri had concluded 
| his able and elaborate argument with an expres- 
| sion of his regret that he could not bring to his aid 
more talent and genius in defence of the Treasury 


|| order. 


{Here Mr. Benrown said, ‘‘ No, no! not so!’’} 

After making two or three further observations, 
not ee ete Mr. C. resumed his seat. 
| Mr. BENTON explained that what he said was, 
| that there was a deplorable want of genius in the 
| second panic which was attempted to be got up; 
| that it was nothing but a copy of the old one; not 
| because the thing was done, but because of the 
'“* manner’’ in which it had been done. He com- 
plained that the structure of this drama was pre- 
cisely the same as the old one. The author of it 
in Philadelphia had not had genius enough to vary 
the incidents; it was only a servile copy of the old 
drama—a little panic to be got up now on account 
of the Treasury order! and the language that was 


|| now used was precisely that of 1834: that the 


repeal of the Treasury order would restore confi- 
| dence to the country in twenty-four hours, and 
relief in twenty-four days. Exactly the language 
| that was made use of in 1834, with respect to the 
| removal of the deposites. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN received the explanationas 
satisfactory; he had misunderstood the gentleman. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 20, 1836. 


The SPEAKER, on leave, presented the fol- 
lowing executive communications: 

I. A communication from the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the 
| names of such officers as have not rendered their 
accounts within the year, or have balances unac- 
| counted for in the year preceding the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1836. Also, a statement of the balances 
remaining unsettled in the office of the Third 
Auditor of the Treasury prior to the 30th of Sep- 
| tember last; which, on motion of Mr. WHIT- 
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eerember P, 


TLESEY, was ordered to lie on the table aad he 


printed. 

II. A communication from the Secretary of th, 
Treasury, transmitting a report from the Frank. 
lin Institute of Philadelphia on the subject of th, 
explosion of steam-boilers; which, on motion of 
Mr. HANNEGAN, was, with the accompanying 
documents, referred to the select committee on tha: 
subject. 


HORSES LOST IN THE MILITARY SERVicp, 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Onin 
the rules were suspended for the purpose, and th. 
bill to provide for the payment for horses an¢ 
other property lost and destroyed in the military 
service of the United States, was taken up on ity 
third reading. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, wished to inquire 
if the provisions of this bill were intended to cover 
all property lost from the Declaration of Inde. 
pendence down to the present time. It was not 
unknown to the House that a large number of 
claims had heretofore been presented at the proper 
department, which could not be passed because 
of the want of proper evidence in the case. He 
desired to know whether, by the provisions of this 
bill, all those old claims which had been rejected 
by the Third Auditor would again be revived, 
He doubted not but the principle of the bill might 
be correct, but if the provisions of it were not 
specific, he must vote against it. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, observed that 
when the bill was reported by the Committee of 
Claims its provisions did not go further back than 
the year 1822. It would be recollected, however, 
that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harpy] 
had moved an amendment in Committee of the 
Whole, which extended the provisions thereof 
back to the year 1812; which amendment was 
agreed to in committee, and subsequently con- 
curred in by the House. As to the other inquiry 
of the gentleman, he had only to say that it was 
not designed by the Committee of Claims that any 
of the cases alluded to by him should be revived. 

Mr. MANN observed, that since he had heard 
the explanation of the gentleman from Ohio, he 
was satisfied that the bill would not embrace the 
old claims he had alluded to; therefore he was 
willing to yield it his entire support. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote of yesterday, laying on the 
table the following resolution reported by Mr. 
Hannecan, from the select committee on the 
West Point Academy. 

‘* Resolved, That the select committee appointed 
‘ to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acade- 
‘my, be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-com- 
‘ mittee, to visit the academy, for the purposes 
‘mentioned in the resolution under which they 
‘ were appointed.” 

The motion lies over. 


NORTHWEST INDIANS. 


Mr. BELLalso moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of the House on yesterday, rejecting the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted ty Mr. Jones, oi 
Wisconsin: ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
propriating money for holding treaties with, and 
the purchase of the lands belonging to the Sacs, 
Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians, in Wiscon- 
sin Territory, and to provide for their removal 
west of the Mississippi river. 

This motion also lies over. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were presented Yy 
Messrs. CHAPIN, BOCKEE, McKEON, 
CHILDS, CAMBRELENG, MANN, RUS- 
SELL, DOUBLEDAY, SEYMOUR, HAZEL- 
TINE, LAY, and GIDEON LEE, of New York: 

[Mr. Seymour presented a memorial of Charles 
Leet, praying for the passage of an act authoriZ- 
ing the granting of a patent to him for twocertain 
quarter sections of land, in the Territory of W's 
consin, and purchased by him of the original 0c 


cupant. 
[Mr. MeKnox presented the petitions of inhab- 


itants of the city of New York, praying for & 
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repeal of the duty on coal; also, of Eli Darling, of | 
Brooklyn, praying for relief; of P. Green, praying | 
compensation for injar Teceived while defending | 
United States mail; of importers of New York, | 
praying for repeal of duty on diamonds. _ 

Mr. Gaveon Lee presented the petition of 
Hannah Hoyt, widow of Samuel Hoyt, of the 
revolutionary army, praying for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Holmes, of the 
revolutionary army, praying for a pension and for 
bounty land.] y 

Mr. Russect presented a memorial from the 
commandants of steamboats and vessels, and 
others interested in the navigation of Lake a 

in, praying an appropriation to improve an 
and Whe ater at White Hall, in the State of 
New York; which, on motion of Mr. R., was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. R. also presented the memorial of David 
Carmell, a soldier in the Revolution, praying an | 
allowance of a pension intermediate the original 

resentation of his claim, and its final allowance.]} 

(Mr. Cuarin moved that the petition of Wil- 
liam Wickham, asking remuneration for property 
destroyed by the enemy during the late war, be 
taken from the files of the House and referred to 
the Committee of Claims; agreed to.} 

{Mr. Gipgon Lee subsequently presented the 
petition of George Adams, for commutation-pay.] 

Messrs. PARKER, and SCHENCK, of New 





J ; 
"iteaaee, ANTHONY, MUHLENBERG, 
HIESTER, HARRISON, INGERSOLL, 


WAGGENER, PIERSON, DENNY, POTTS, 
and SUTHERLAND, of Pennsylvania; 

Messrs. TURNER, PEARCE, HOWARD, 
McKIM, JENIFER, and WASHINGTON, of 
Maryland; 

iMenerds ROBERTSON,: BOULDIN, GAR- 
LAND, JOHNSON, LOYALL, LUCAS, 
JONES, WISE, MORGAN, and TALIAFER- 
RO, of Virginia; 

(Mr. Loyauu presented the petition of Henri- 
etta Morfit, widow of Henry Morfit, praying for 
a pension; petition of commanders of light vessels 
stationed in the Chesapeake bay, praying for an 
increase of compensation. 

Messrs. MONTGOMERY, A. H. SHEP- 
PERD, and W. B. SHEPARD, of North Caro- 
lina; 

{Among the petitions, was one presented by 

r. W. B. Suerarp from certain citizens of 
North Carolina on the subject of the surplus rev- 
enue; and intimating his intention to address the 
House on the subject of its contents, it was 
ordered to lie over, under the rule. 

Messrs. PINCKNEY and THOMPSON, of 
South Carolina; 

{Mr. Pinckney presented a memorial, very nu- 
merously signed, of the merchants and mechanics 
of Charleston, South Carolina, praying the estab- 
lishment of a navy-yard and dry-dock at that 

lace. 
. On motion of Mr. P., the memorial was read, 
laid on the table, and ordered, with the signatures, 
to be printed. 

Messrs. HAYNES, OWENS, CLEVELAND, 
and GLASCOCK, of Georgia; 

(Mr. Giascocg presented the petition of John 
Riley, of Augusta, Georgia, praying compensa- 
tion for losses during the Creek war; and the 

etition of H. H. Tarver, for losses during the 

lorida war—referred to the Committee of Claims; 
and also the petition of William J. Tarver, on the 
culture of silk—referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. } 

[Mr. CLevetanp presented the petition of Wil- 
liam York, of Georgia, praying to be placed on 
the pension roll; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions: also, the peti- 
tion of James Wood. prayin ree for 
revolutionary services rendered by Edward Wood; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims: also, presented a memorial of 
Mathew St. Clair Clarke, agent for, and on behalf 
of the State of Georgia, praying to be paid the 
amount of a final-settlement certificate issued by 

ohn Pierce, Paymaster General and Commis- 
sioner of Army Accounts, on the 18th of May, 
1785, to the State of Georgia, for $123,283 70, for 
payments made by that State to her officers of 
the revolutionary army on continental establish- 
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ment for the commutation of their half pay, and || 
for other pay due said officers, together with | 
interest thereon now due.] | 

(Mr. Haynes presented the petition of John | 


| McKinne, asking compensation for securing a | 


certain debt due to the United et 

Messrs. R. M. JOHNSON, HARLAN, 
CHAMBERS, FRENCH, CALHOUN, UN- 
DERWOOD, and WILLIAMS, of Kentucky; 

ore Haran presented the petition of Mary 
O’Bannon, asking compensation for the services of | 
her husband in the war of the Revolution; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. Also, the petition of James Chenoweth | 
and others, heirs of Richard Chenoweth, deceased, 
for compensation in building a fort at the falls of | 
Ohio, in 1781; which was referred to the same | 


committee. } || 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the petition and | 
papers in the case of Thomas Burford, on file, be | 
again referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Messrs. DUNLAP, SHIELDS, CARTER, 
HUNTSMAN, and the SPEAKER, of Tennes- 
see; 


case of Major William Smith, of Tennessee, now || 
on file among the papers of this House, in which 


he prays an increase of pension for revolutionary | 
services, be again referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Messrs. W HITTLESEY, SLOANE, THOM- 
SON, JONES, PATTERSON, STORER, | 
BOND, MASON, SPANGLER, HOWELL, | 
and McLENE, of Ohio; 


(Mr. Parrerson presented a petition, praying | 


for a beacon light on Cedar Point, at Sandusky 
bay: which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce; 


bor of 
Sandusky bay. Also, for the improvement of the 


mouth of Sandusky river; and for the improve- || 





ment of the harbor of Port Clinton, on Portage 
river; all of which were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of John Morrel, 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


Also, the petition of Joseph Wilson, for ser- || 
vices during the war with the Indians, subsequent || 


to the Revolution; referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Also, a petition for @ post route from Tiffin to 
Risdon, in the State of Ohio. 

Also, a petition for a post route from Mansfield, | 


in Richland county, to Greenwich, in Huron || 


county, Ohio. ] 
_ Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON, of Lou- 
isiana; 

Messrs. DAVIS, CARR, and McCARTY, of 
Indiana; 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi; 

(Mr. Cuaiporne, of Mississippi, presented the 
petition of Robert Robson and son, of Tallahat- | 
chie, Mississippi, praying for a preémption under | 
peculiar circumstances; which he asked leave to | 
refer to the Committee on Public Lands. 
— CASEY, MAY, and REYNOLDS, of 

inois; 

{Mr. May presented the petition of the Rev. 
Philander Chase, asking for a donation of land to 
aid him in founding a college. 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of 
Hancock county, awe for the establishment of 
a post route from Pittsfield, via Columbus, Hous- 
ton, and Carthage, Illinois, to Burlington, in the 
Territory of ee 

[Mr. Casey presented.the petition of sundry 
citizens of Lawrence county, in the State of Illi- 
nois, praying that a certain township of land lying 


| ley, Assistant Deputy 


(Mr. Suietps moved that the papers in the | 


Also, pore for the improvement of the har- || 
uron run, and for the improvement of | 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a light-house or beacon, on Robin’s reef, in the 
bay of New York. 

On motion of Mr: TURNER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to the heirs of Edward Pannell the 
amount due on a certificate signed by Lord Berk- 
Quartermaster General of 
the Army of the United States in the war of the 
Revolution, his papers being now on the files of 
the House. 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Bry- 
ant’s, on the Cumberland aoe 9 in Fayette county, 
| Pennsylvania, to Brandonville, in the State of Vir- 
ginia. 
Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following 
| resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
| expediency of establishing a post route from Ram- 
say’s ford,in Alleghany county, through Cecil 
| township, to Hickory, in Washington county, 
| Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. HIESTER submitted the following reso- 
| lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee om the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
| expediency of freeing from postage all letters and 


|| communications carried by the mails, relating to 


the common schools and the common school sys- 
tems of the different States. 


| On motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of restoring to the pension list the names of 
Isaac Austin and William Andrews, of the State 
New York, soldiers of the Revolution. 
On motion of Mr. PIERSON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of passing a law allowing to the heirs-at-law 
| and legal representatives of Elugh Means, de- 
| ceased, an ensign in the war of the Revolution, the 
amount of commutation pay due to said Ensign 
Hugh Means, deceased. 
On motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
to inquire what loss has been sustained by the de- 
| struction of the Patent Office by the te fire; 
| what measuresare necessary torestore the records, 
| drawings, and models, and for their safe-keeping 
| in future; and that they have leave to report by 
| bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Missis- 


|| Sippi, 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of allowing all such persons ae were actually re- 
| siding on, or cultivating any portion of, the public 
|land, and who were prevented from obtaining 
| their preémptions under the act of 1834, and pre- 
| viously, by a failure or delays in surveying the 
public lands, a right to enter one quarter section, 
| to include their residence or improvements; or 
_ where such lands have been subsequently floated 
_ upon or sold, a right to enter one quarter section, 
_and one additional eighth, as a compensation for 
| their improvements, to be located in the same dis- 
| trict where such improvements or residence may 
have been had. 





partly in that county, and heretofore reported as a 
drowned tow ship, ~ be surveyed and brought 
into market, and that the right of preémption be 
granted to the settlers thereon; which, on his mo- 


On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was 
| _ Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of so amending the act of the last session of Con- 


tion, was referred to the Committee on the Public || a for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Rid- 


Lands.] 


| dick, as to confine the confirmation of the tract of 


Messrs. LAWLER, LEWIS; MARTIN, || /and therein mentioned to the section ——, 


LYON, and CHAPMAN, of Alabama; 


lecated and claimed by the said Riddick, and upon 


Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY, of Mis- || Which his improvements were made. 


souri; 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida; and 
Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin. 


On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
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of allowing to the heirs of the widow of Captain 
John Spotewood the seven years’ half pay pro- | 
vided by law for such officers of the revolutionary 
oa ” should die by reason of wounds received | 

battle. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an allowance to Elijah Milan for a horse lost in 
the service of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. MAY, it was 
Resolved, That the petition now upon the files | 
of the House, presented by him at the last ses- | 
sion, from the third congressional district in the | 
State of Illinois, be recommitted to the same com- | 
mittee to which they were then referred. 
£ On motion of Mr, WHITE, of Florida, it was | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 
- Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of making an appropriation for opening a steam- 
_ canal from the Mississippi river to Pensacola | 
ay. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a new collection district at St. aa 
and of erecting a light-house at Cape St. Blas, | 
near the entrance to St. Joseph’s bay. 


On motion of Mr. JENIFER, it was 

Resolved, That the memorials and accompany- | 
ing papers from citizens of Prince George’s county, 
Maryland, and of the District of Columbia, pray- 
ing that the bridges across the Eastern branch of 
the Potomac river be made free of toll; also simi- | 
lar memorials praying that the turnpike road with- 
in the District line be made free of toll, be with- 
drawn from the files of the House, and referred to | 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying | 
rs to Samuel G. Tillett, of Kentucky, the amountof | 
n) a draft drawn by William Stirman asa teacher of | 
the Choctaw Indians west of the Mississippi river. | 


: On motion of Mr. DOUBLEDAY, it was 
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: of granting arrears — to John Ellis, of the | 
countysof Cayuga and State of New York. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following | 
} resolution; which, by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the Senate | 
document No. 333, entitled Report of a Geological 
< Reconnoissance made in 1835, from the seat of 
Government, by the way of Green Bay and the 
Wisconsin Territory, to the Coteau De Prairie, by 
G.W. Featherstonhaugh, United States Geologist, 
be printed for the use of the members of this 








i) House. 

a On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 

*% Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 

‘af Pensions be instructed to inquire into the proprie- | 

. ty.of granting a pension to James Jack, of Tyler 

ify county, Virginia. 

a On motion of Mr. HUNTSMAN, it was 

s Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 

a structed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
. 2s lishing a district federal court at Jackson, in the 

‘ western district of Tennessee, to be holden by the 
, district judge for the said State. 
. On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, of Tennes- 

a4 see, it was 

t 

ru 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the ay of paying | 
to Colonel Joseph Brown the balance claimed by | 
him to be due for the property lost in the Seminole | 

campaign by the following persons, to wit: Hugh | 
: Mebride, ugh Long, James Taylor, John Fus- 
sell, David Ridge, Isaac Patterson, Jacob Ellison, 
John Stephens, and Samuel Walker, and trans- 
ferred by them to the said Joseph Brown, and 
Row on Bile in the Third Auditor’s office. 

On motion of Mr LOYALL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the equity and expediency 
of allowing to the only a or legal 
representative of the late John K. Latimer, com- 
pensation for the destruction by the British ships, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- || 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 
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lying in Lynhaven bay, of the schooner Comet, 


whilst employed in ae the United States 
mail from Hampton to Norfolk, during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, it 


was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 


j 


/and Post Poads be instructed to inquire into the 
a of authorizing the Postmaster General 


to pay to Elisha Jackson, of Virginia, the amount 
of three drafts drawn on the 29th day of Decem- 
ber, 1834, by William Smith Sewall, late mail 
contractor, in favor of said Jackson, one for 
$237, payable the lst day of August, 1835, another 
for $237, payable on the Ist of November, 1835, 
and another for $239, payable the Ist of February, 
1836; which were duly accepted by the treasurer 
of the department, and have been protested for 
non-payment. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of causing single gold dollars to be made at the 
mints of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of restoring the names of John Davis and 
John Cottriel, of the State of Virginia, on the pen- 
sion list. 

On motion of Mr. HOLSEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a port of entry at the city of Macon, in 





|| Georgia. 


On motion of Mr. S. WILLIAMS, of Ken 
tucky, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of passing a law reinstating Solomon Preisett asa 
| pensioner. 
| On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of South 
| Carolina, it was 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the post route from 
Slautersville to Sherman’s 
South Carolina. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

In execution of the order adopted on yesterday, 
the House proceeded to ballot for the election of a 
Chaplain for the House for the present session. 

r. LEONARD nominated the Rev. O. C. 
Comstock. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO nominated the Rev. Hen- 

| ry Slicer. 
Mr. KENNON nominated the Rev. Elias 
Harrison. 
—— LANE nominated the Rev. Thomas B. 
alch. 
| Mr. GALBRAITH nominated the Rev. N. R. 
Snowden. 
Mr. ASHLEY nominated the Rev. Mason 





Noble. 
Mr. BOCKEE nominated the Rev. J. L. 
Elliott. 
| The result of the ballots was as follows: 

First. Second. Third. 
Pee eri 93 103 
| Slicer........ ceccccccccccccde 64 89 
|| Noble... .sseecereeseerees +26 16 4 
wo | ee wepoesene 2 
LPS 640 ccnsbeces iceebenean 7 

EROWEER s ooo 4500 cubapeodeine 3 
ElarrigOn.«scsces peneeicc os crue 5 
Scattering. ......+- coccee 0 4 
DL 5 Kee ak WOE COS b 66% oon 6 5 


Whole number...........+-196 199 
Necessary to a cchoice....... 99 100 102 

So the Rev. Oxriver C. Comstock, having re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes, was duly elected 
Chaplain to the House. 

On motion, the House then adjourned. 

Se.ect Commirree.—The following gentlemen 
were appointed a select committee to examine into 
the causes of accidents on board of steam-vessels 
navigating in the waters of the United States: 


store, in the State of 


December 21, 
Mr. Hannecan, of Indiana; Harn, of Ken. 
tucky; Horsey, of Georgia; Tuompson, of South 
Carolina; Guet, of New York; Borne, of 
Massachusetts; Jonyson, of Tennessee; Gan. 
LAND, Of Louisiana; Sraneter, of Ohio. 
. 























IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, December 21, 1836. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Jupau Dana, elected Senator from the 
State of Maine, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of the Hon. Eruer Suepypy. 
after which the oath to support the Constitutio, 
of the United States was administered to Mr. Dawa 
by the Vice President, and he took his seat. 


BURNING OF THE POST OFFICE. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the 
Postmaster General, on the subject of the late 
destruction of the post office by fre, and recom. 
mending the passage of such laws and appropria. 
tions as may be nec to provide a safe and 
permanent deposite for the records and papers of 
the department. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

The message and documents were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


DEPOSITE BANKS. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in reply to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 20th instant, on the subject of 
the statements of the deposite banks. 

Laid on the table. 


REPORT FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


The Chair also communicated a report from the 
War Department, giving the-information called 
for by the resolution of the Senate of the 14th 
April last. 

MICHAEL HOGAN. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

The petition and papers of the adtninistrator 
of Michael Hogan, on the files of the inst ses- 
a were again referred to the Committee on 

aims. 


{ 


| 


PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. SEVIER, 
KENT, TOMLINSON, and WALL. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported, without amendment, the bill for 
the relief of William East. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill for the relief 
of Samuel Miller. 

CHAPLAINS. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Fran«uin, their Clerk, 
stating that, in pursuance of the joint resolution 
for the appointment of two Chaplains for Con- 

ress of different religious denominations, the 
ouse had elected on their part the Rev. Oxtver 
C. Comsrock, of the Baptist persuasion. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu: 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to inform the Senate what amount in 
gold and silver has been received at each of the 
land offices since the Treasury order of July 11th 
took effect; also, to inform the Senate of the amount 
of receipts or certificates given by the Treasurer 
of the United States for payment to him on ac- 
count of public lands, and the amount and date of 
\| each certificate or receipt, and the name of the 


er. 
“le: WALL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Library Committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether it be practicable, from 
the books now in the possession of Congress, to 
furnish each of the committee rooms of the Senate 
with a complete copy of the laws of the United 
States, the Journals of both Houses, the docu- 
ments, reports, and other papers and compilations 
and digests published under the authority, and at 
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and report what will be the expense of furnishing 


the expense of Congress, and if not, to inquire | 
| 


them. 
Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered and adopted. {| 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
requested to transmit to the Senate at the earliest || 
convenient day, an abstract from the returns of || 
the State banks on file in his office, showing, Ist. || 
Theamount of discount; 2d. The amount of pub- | 
lic deposites; 3d. The amount of specie; 4th. The | 
amount of bills or notes in circulation of each of || 
those banks making returns to the department, as 1} 
shown by each return received from the first day || 
of July last to the present time. 


THE DEPOSITE ACT. 


Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of notice given, | 
asked leave to introduce a bill to extend the pro- || 
visions of certain sections of the deposite act of || 
93d June, 1836, to the money that may be in the || 
Treasury on the Ist of January, 1836. 

Mr. C. said that he would take that opportunity | 
of expressing it as his opinion, that there would || 
bea considerable surplus at the end of the year, 
allowing for ample appropriations to meet the | 
wants of the Government. He was not prepared 
to say exactly what the amount would be. The_ 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury | 
had been laid on his desk, but he had not had time | 
to look into it. Elowever, he had so far satisfied | 
himself of the fact generally as to be able to say, || 
that at the end of the ensuing year, after making | 

rovision for liberal appropriations, as he had || 
Pafore stated, there would be little short of eight || 
millions, perhaps nearly twice that amount, of || 
surplus money in the Treasury. He was aware 
that the Secretary of the Treasury took a vay 
different view of the subject, but he (Mr. C.) felt 
that there was but little hazard in saying that the || 
Secretary was mistaken. He was aware that, | 
formerly, such assertions had been made without || 
giving to the subject a proper examination. He 
knew that so uncertain, so conjectural, so erro- 
neous, had been the reports from the Treasury || 
Department for the last two or three years, that | 
he hazarded little in making the assertion that the 
Secretary was mistaken in his calculation. That 
he might not be thought to do injustice to the | 
Secretary, he would state what were the two esti- | 
mates of receipts made by that officer the preced- | 
ing year, and also what are the estimates for this | 
year. [Flere Mr. C. read various estimates of 
receipts and expenditures of the Government for 
the last two years, and commented on the calcu- 
lations made by the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
to the probable amount of the balances or sur- 
pluses that would remain over all the expenditures. 
He contended that the Secretary had committed 
some of the most monstrous and extravagant || 
errors, in calculation, that could be found any 
where. He said this in no spirit of unkindness, 
but with mortification. 

Well, (continued Mr. C.,) the Secretary had prof- 
ited in some degree by what was said last year, 
and is now nearer the truth in his calculations, but 
is still far from it. He had ventured to give his 
opinion, that there was a probability that part of 
the money which was at to some of the States, 
to the amount of two or three millions, will have 
to be refunded. Now, a word upon that point. 
He even throws out that idea upon an income of 
twenty-four millions of dollars. He (Mr. C.) 
should like to see an Administration and Sec- 
retary of the Treasury demanding of the States to 
refund a part of the surplus. o; there would 
be no such demand. And he would go further, 
and say that that Administration must be wanting 
in foresight, prudence, and economy, should it 
ever ask for the money, except in the event of a 
war. Heconceived it desirable toavoid resorting 
to taxes in such acontingency. Those who were 
here in 1812 could testify to the disadvantages 
and inconvenience under which the country then 
labored on account of the wants of funds, and 
would not fail to perceive what advantages there 
were in having this money to resort to in the event 
of foreign war. Assuming, then, that there would 
be a surplus of eight millions of dollars at the close 
of the next year, the question recurred, what was 
to be done with it? It was not his intention to 
argue the question at this time, as it would open 
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| money instead of the deposite banks. 


| our institutions, and as showing the genius of our 
| Government. 


| one that there ought not to be a surplus, if it could 


| might prove correct. 
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the full merits of the question, and would be prem- |, 
ature at this particular juncture. He proposed | 
to take a more limited view, and to say what he || 
conceived to be the point, the real issue, as the 
facts now stood. He contended that there would | 


.be an unavoidable surplus in the Treasury; that it || 


ought not to be left there, nor in the deposite banks; 

and that it ought to be deposited with the States, | 
not only as the safer place, but as ine most just | 
depository; that they may have the use of the 
Let it be || 
remembered that that was the great principle which | 
laid the foundation of the passage of an act of the 
highest importance at the last session, an act, let 
him say, that would distinguish the twenty-fourth 
Congress. That was an act which had received 
the almost unanimous voice of the whole country 


| in its favor; and he might add, of foreign coun- | 


tries too. It had inspired new hopes and new ex- 
pectations amongst us. It had been a matter of 
wonder to European nations; a thing peculiar in 


Mr. C. thought it perfectly apparent to every || 


be avoided; and that, at all events, as the money 
belonged to the people, no Government had aright 
to withhold it from them. What, then, he would 
inquire, was the true issue? What was the point 
at which we have arrived? Could we, under all 
the circumstances of the case, reduce the revenue | 
according to the wants of the Government? Was 
it practicable? he meant in the enlarged practical 
sense of that word. Could we make a reduction 
without incurring greater injury, greater losses to 
the country, than any it had yet sustained? The 
Secretary of the Treasury entertained the opinion 
that we could. He (Mr. C.) hoped his opinion 
He should heartily rejoice 


at it. 
Mr. C. had moved, the other day, that that part | 

of the President’s message which relates to a re- 

duction of the revenue be referred to the Commit- 


| teeon Finance, as the appropriate committee, and 


because there was a majority of its members hostile | 
to the deposite law. The majority of that com- || 
mittee would doubtless do every thing in their 
power to make a reduction, in order to avoid what 
they considered so great a calamity as depositing 
the public money with the States. If they could 
not do it, we might pronounce the thing imprac- | 
ticable. If the committee agree, he might pledge | 
himself that they would not agree toa reduction. || 
Mr. C. said there was one point that the com- 
mittee might have no fear of, and that was, that 
in the reduction they might propose, it would not | 
be considered, at least, on the side of the South, 
as a breach of the compromise act. The people || 
of the South had a deep interest in that act, as || 
well as their northern brethren. For himself he | 


was free to confess that he had made no pledge, | 
nor plighted his faith against touching that act. | 
He Peconic, when the act was about to pass, || 
that there would bea surplus; he knew it would 

be unavoidable; he knew it was impossible to || 
reduce the revenue all at once, without over- || 
throwing the manufacturing establishments. And | 
let him say he had ever been their friend and || 
not their foe. It was a disaster to be avoided. || 
The reduction was not made so fastas he thought || 
it might have been; not so fast by a year or two. || 
He said at that time, and in a prophetic spirit, || 
that there were some who were so much opposed || 
to the compromise that they would rather collect |, 
the revenue at the point of the bayonet than agree || 
to it. When the surplus was to be distributed at || 
the last session, he rose in his place and called | 
upon the stenographers in the gallery, and begged | 


| promise act. 
duties should be gradually taken off, in order that 
the great manufacturing establishments should not 


| them on this floor, it was his humble a 
| he spoke it with deference to that entertain 





39 





reduced the income of the Government prodi- 
giously. 

Mr. C. went on to speak of the various reduc- 
tions which, in 1832 and 1833 were made in the 
tariff, and then added, that the people of the South 
now feel its vivifying effects, as every man knew. 


| Well, the duties were to be still further reduced, 
so that the revenues should be brought down to 


the legitimate wants of the Government. South- 


|| ern men were a little too honest, if not too proud, 


to claim all the advantages, on their part, and 
withhold them from others, as respected the com- 
The North was desirous that the 


be subjected to fluctuations. The course which 
the South was to pursue was to follow, and not to 
lead. Having defended his position, he would 
address a word to the manufacturing interests; he 
was sure, if they would hear his voice, which was 
not unkind to them, and those who represented 


by 


others who were more intimately interested than 


himself) it would be a wise act as regards the 
| policy, the great interests of the country, that the 


reduction of duties in 1841 and 1842 should be 


| made. 


Mr. C. believed that the manufacturers would 


| be gainers by it. The markets should be kept 


simply supplied, and the merchant this year feel- 


ing that there was going to be a great reduction 


the next year, would only order for the year, so 
that there would be an unsupplied market, and the 
consequence would be that the manufacturers 
wonld stand the change without any difficulty 
whatever. He thought the northern manufactu- 
rers possessed that capacity, that ingenuity, and 
that skill, which would fully enable them to meet 


| boldly the competition of foreign industry. 


With regard to the committee, Mr. C. could 
not but express his hope that they would acceler- 
ate their action. He would be glad to follow, 
rather than to precede them. If this had been a 
long instead of a short session, he would, for the 
present, postpone any action on the subject. How- 
ever, as the Senate had but two months to sit, no 
time was to be lost, for there was a heavy, dead 
surplus remaining in the Treasury, or rather the 
deposite banks. It was impossible to devise a 


|| more complete scheme to corrupt the morals of 


the community than a surplus. 
Mr. C. trusted that the provisions of the bill 
would be fairly and impartially examined by the 


| select committee, to whom he proposed to refer it. 


He entertained the wish that they would follow 


|| the noble example they had set on the occasion of 


the compromise act, and let party feeling be sac- 
rificed on the altar of the country. 
Mr. CLAY observed that he was extremely 


| unwilling to interrupt the progress of the debate 


on the subject of the Treasury order, which it wae 
expected would be continued to-day; but he felt 
himself called on, after what he had heard, to say 
a word or two on the subject of the act of March, 
1833, called the compromise act. Considering all 
the circumstances under which that act passed, 
the reception which it met with in that body—its 
passage almost by acclamation in another body— 
the reception which it met with throughout the 
whole country, and the repeated declarations of 
the Chief Magistrate; considering the condition 
of the manufacturing interest, its prosperity—con- 
sidering all these circumstances, he said, that 
there was something like national faith committed 
to preserve that act inviolate. He did not say 
that it was incompetent for Congress to repeal the 
act; but he should think it a violation of public 


them to take down his words, which were, and || faith to make any essential change of a measure 
he pronounced them in his place, that he voted for || which had produced such salutary effects. It cer- 
that act as he had voted for the other act; that |) tainly must have been foreseen at the time the act 
there was no plighted faith; no pledge on my part, |} was passed that there would be a surplus if the 
and no obligation or consideration, more than in | expenditures of the Government were kept within 
the other act. Well, then, he was at liberty to || any reasonablelimits. But what was the remedy 
select his position, and did select it. The people || proposed? It would be remembered that he had 
of the staple States, he could not do otherwise introduced the land bill as a remedy against the 
than admit, had derived an incalculable benefit | evils of an overflowing Treasury, and had advo- 
from the compromise act, and were continuing to || cated its adoption on that ground. The land bill 
do so. He, as a representative of the southern was passed, and if it had not met with the Presi- 
States, one who took an active part on that occa- || dent’s veto they would have had none of the diffi- 
sion, claimed those advantages derivable from the || culties of an excess of revenue to contend with. 
act in common with others. The act had already || Amuch greater amount would have been distributed 
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to the States than they will receive under the de- 
posite act of the last session, and the necessity for 
further legislation on the subject would have been 
avoided. That remedy, he said, would have ope- 
rated most beneficially, without disturbing, in the 
slightest degree, the compromise act under which 
every great interest of the country had prospered, 
and the southern interest not more so than the 
great interests of the North and West. He thought 
it his duty to say this much in reference to the 
course he had prescribed for himself, which was a 
rigid adherence, in good faith, to the pledge con- 
tained in the compromise act. 


| 


He was aware of | 


the pressure that threatened the manufacturing in- | 
terest, and that there was a majority in favor of a | 


oo reduction of the duties, particularly on some | 
avored articles; but if this majority should suc- | 


ceed, he must say that they must do so without 
his concurrence, and with his deepest regrets. 


Mr. WALKER here moved to refer the bill to | 


the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. CALHOUN observed that it was a parlia- 
mentary rule not to refer a measure to a commit- 


would, in a spirit of liberality as well as courtesy, 
suffer the bill to take the ordinary course, without 
reference, or at least, to send it to a select com- 
mittee. 


Mr. WALKER said that he hoped the bill of | 


the Senator from South Carolina would be referred | 


to the Committee on Finance, to which this sub- 
ject appropriately belonged. 
stance, a renewal and continuation of the deposite 
bill of the last session; and this great and import- 
ant measure is asked to be acted upon definitely, 
in a few days, without any previous examination 


by a committee of this body. The gentleman tells || 
us that, according to his estimate, there will be a || Mr. W. said when he introduced last year a biil for 
| confining the sales of the public lands to settlers 


| and cultivators,and desired its reference to a select 


robable surplus in the Treasury on the Ist of 
anuary, 1838, of eight millions of dollars. This 


The bill is, in sub- | 


|| duce it? 
| in favor of the deposite bill by the distinguished | 


1 





estimate of the honorable Senator (Mr. W. said) || 
he wished to be subjected to the examination of | 
the committee on Finance; but assuming it to be | 


correct under the existing laws, shall we continue 
to tax the people beyond the wants of the Gov- 


ernment, and so legislate as to collect during | 


the succeeding year a surplus of eight millions? 
The gentleman from South Carolina has made it 
a portion of his eulogy on the deposite bill of the 
last session, that it would prevent the monopoly 
of the public lands by speculators, and reserve 
them for the honest settlers and cultivators. The 
deposite bill has produced no such effect; for 
said Mr. W.) the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury shows that, during but three-fourths of 
the present year, more than twenty millions of 
dollars has been received for the public lands; 
being nearly six millions more than was received 
from the same source during the whole of the 
preceding year,and more than double the amount 
paid into the Treasury for the public lands during 
any year previous to 1835. Facts, then, are 
against the gentleman’s position, that the deposite 
bill has arrested speculations in the public lands; 
on the contrary, they are increasing with alarming 
rapidity, and, if Congress does not interfere, in a 
few years nearly our entire public domain will 
have passed into the hands of American and Eu- 
ropean capitalists, who will control the sale and 
occupancy of this great domain. 
hilst our existing laws continue in force, there 
is nothing illegal, and, (Mr. W. said,) in his opin- 
ion, nothing improper in the entry by any one of 
such public lands as are unoccupied by any settler, 
yet (Mr. W. said) he thought the existing laws 


ought to be changed, so as to prevent the entry of | 


the public lands, except for the purposes of set- 
tlement and cultivation. Whilst, then, (Mr. W. 


etd he could not join the Senator from South | 


Carolina, in his general denunciations on this sub- 
ject, he deeply regretted that whilst that Senator 
denounced speculators, his every vote at the last 
session was in their favor, and against the settler. 
He voted (said Mr. W.) against preémptions to 
settlers under any past or peepee law, against 
confining to cultivators the sales of the public 
lands, and in favor of continuing in force the 
existing system, by which our noble domain will 
soon pass into the hands of speculators. Sir, if 


the Senstor from South Carolina will vote to carry | 
into effect the recommendation of the President, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 








| from South Carolina 7 the motion, and in- | 
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to limit to cultivators the sales of the public lands, | Let us not, then, seek shelter behind that act, . 
there will be no surplus. Thesurplus arises from || the determination to create a surplus revenue, 


the sales to speculators of the public lands, amount- | 
ing during the present year to about twenty-four | 
millions of dollars. 
last year by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewrna,] 


eight millions only were required to supply the | 


settlers and cultivators with public lands. This | 
estimate was much too high; but deduct this eight | 
millions, which would furnish a supply to settlers, | 


ence of sixteen millions, which is just double the || 
robable surplus estimated by the Senator from || 


outh Carolina. If, then, the Senator from South | 
Carolina votes to continue the existing system, he | 
votes to create a surplus—he votes to tax the | 
people for an unnecessary revenue—he votes to ex- 
tract from the people more money than is required | 


Now, by the estimate made || 





} 


for the wants of the Government—he votes to per- || 


petuate the surplus system, the system of unneces- 
sary taxation, as a part of the settled policy of the | 


|| Government; for if we will not meet the question | 
tee that was hostileto it. Hehoped that the refer- | 


ence would not be made, and that the Senate || 


now, when will we be prepared to meet it? If we | 
will not now reduce the revenue, will we ever re- | 
We were told last year as an argument 


Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. WessTer,] | 
that it was a single operation. Mr. W. reminded | 


| the Senate that one of his objections then urged | 


against the deposite bill, was that this single op- | 
eration would serve as a fatal example for future | 
distributions, until the surplus system was incor- 


porated as a part of the settled policy of the coun- || 


try. These predictions (Mr. W. said) may be | 
fulfilled, if we adopt the bill of the Senator from | 


South Carolina, and distribute an estimated sur- || 


lus of next year, instead of reducing the revenue. 


committee, the Journals showed that the Senator | 


sisted on referring the bill to the Committee on | 
Public Lands, although that committee was not 
only opposed to the bill, but had in principle pre- | 
viously reported against it. And now (said Mr. 
W.) the Senator from South Carolina seems to 
think it a want of courtesy in me to pursue the 
same course adopted by that gentleman on a | 
former occasion, by insisting on the reference of | 
the bill to the regular standing committee. Mr. 
W. said he concurred with the Senator from 
South Carolina in opposing the violation of the | 
compromise act of the 2d March, 1833, if the 
revenue could otherwise be reduced to the wants | 
of the Government, economically administered. 
Mr. W. here turned to the Journals of the Senate 
of last session, and read a resolution then offered 
by him, calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury 
to report at this session what reduction of the 
tariff, consistently with the provisions of the sixth 
section of the compromise act, accompanied with 
limiting the sales of the public lands to actual set- 
tlers, would bring down the revenue to the wants 
of the Government. The resolution was not 
adopted; and now the information called for in 
that resolution is precisely what we desire. This 
sixth section of the compromise act, (which Mr. 
W. read,) authorizing, in case of an “‘ezxcess of 
revenue,’ the reduction or repeal of the duties on all 
articles paying a ‘‘ less rate of duty than twenty | 
er cent. ad valorem,’’ was embraced in his (Mr. | 
W's) inquiry; and these duties if repealed, it | 
was generally estimated, would reduce the annual | 
revenue three millions of dollars, which would | 
bring down the estimated surplus of the Senator | 
from South Carolina to five millions, the very sum 
which that gentleman, at the last session, proposed 
should remain in the Treasury as an unexpended 
balance to meet emergencies. As then by con- | 
fining the sales to actual settlers, and if that is not | 
sufficient, by repealing the duties on all unpro- 
tected articles, the revenue can be reduced to the 
wants of the Government, without violating the 
compromise bill, why create a surplus for distri- 
bution, by continuing the existing system? Mr. 
W. said if we pass another deposite or distribu- 
tion bill, the country ought to know it is because | 
we refuse to reduce the revenue to the wants of | 
the Government, when it can be certainly done | 
without disturbing the compromise act of 1833. 





i 


Mr. CALHOUN regretted that he had been 
misunderstood by the Senator from Mibssisginp, 
What he said was, that no Administration hay:ns 
patriotism or sagacity, would be under the neces. 
sity of demanding this fund from the States; tha, 
it ought to be kept as a sacred fund for some greg, 
emergency, such as a war with a foreign Power 


é || He said not one word of its being a permanen; 
from the twenty-four millions received this year || 


by sales to speculators, and it will make a differ- | 


donation, or of the propriety of continuing the dis. 
tribution. The Senator from Mississippi charged 
him with the intention of creating a surplus for 
the purpose of distribution. He had said nothin 
to authorize this charge. He said distinctly, tha 
he greatly preferred the reduction of duties, pro. 


> 
5 


| vided it could be made without causing greater 
|| evils than it was proposed to remedy. These were 


his ideas, and he regretted that they were mic. 
understood. 
After what the President had said and done, the 


/man who would vote to leave this money in the 


j 
{ 


| investigation, of a committee. 


| just referred to. 





deposite banks, would vote in favor of the specu. 
lators, and to encourage frauds on the public lands, 
The money must not be left there; all experience 


|| Was against it. 


Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the question 
then before the Senate was on referring this bil| 
to the Committee on Finance. Without express. 
ing any opinion as to the merits of the bill, he 
would say that he thought it was precisely one of 
those subjects which ought to receive the con- 
sideration of a committee. There were so many 
ramifications connected with this measure, and 
what it might be proper to do in relation to it, de- 
pended on so many important circumstances, that 
it ought to receive the investigation, and careful 
In the first place, 
there were twocontrary projects before the Senate 
for the distribution of the surplus revenue. One 
was that of the Senator from Kentucky, to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and the pie was this bill of the Senator from 
South Carolina, to dispose of the money under 


|| the provisions of the deposite law of the last ses- 


sion. Now, both of these projects could not pre- 


|| vail, as there was but one fund to operate upon; 


and if the Senate should prefer the plan of the 
Senator from Kentucky, that of the Senator from 
South Carolina must be lost. But again, the 
President, in his message at the commencement 
of the session, recommended that the sales of the 
public lands should be confined to actual! settlers. 

On that subject (Mr. B. said) he had formed no 


| opinions; he believed that he should be influenced 


very much by the wishes of the gentlemen com- 
ing from the new States. If that plan prevailed, 
the probability was that there woul be no surplus 
to dispose of. He should like, therefore, to have 
a report from the Committee on Finance upon 
their responsibility, estimating what wou!d be in 
the Treasury, and from what sources, before he 
acted upon any of the various plans that had been 
proposed. hile up, he would say one word as 
to the celebrated compromise act which had been 
He should never forget the im- 
pressions made on his mind when the news of 
the passage of that act was first conveyed to him. 
At that time he was ina foreign land; and then 


| the enemies of liberty in the Old World were con- 


fidently proclaiming that our grand experiment of 
free Government was about to fail, and the Union 
of these States was about to be dissolved. It 
was then apprehended by many of our friends 
abroad, that our Confederacy was about expiring, 
(though he knew that this was impossible;) but 
when he heard that the compromise bill had 
passed, and that the waves of jealousy and dis- 
sension had subsided, and that all was calm and 


| prosperous at home, he experienced sensations 


which he had never felt before, and which it 
would be impossible to describe. After examining 
the bill, he would not say whether he should have 
sustained it or not, under the circumstances, had 
he then been a Senator; but the country had ac- 
cepted it, and received the benefits of it in the 
restoration of tranquillity. The agricultural and 
manufacturing interests had settled down under 
its operation, and believed that at length ae had 
a basis on which they might rest, without being 
disturbed. The great commonwealth which he 
had in part the honor to represent, was deeply 
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interested not only in agriculture and manufac- | 
tures, but another great interest had grown up, | 
essentiall connected with her general policy of | 
internal improvement—he referred to the mining 
interest. His chief object in rising was to declare | 


in advance, that unless his opinion should undergo || tee on Finance, he knew its fate; there would be 
reat change, he would never vote to dis- | no provision for the an of the present year, 
turb this compromise in such a manner as inju- | and it would be left in the 

riously to affect any of the great interests of the || had carefully read the Preeident’s message, and it 
If the revenue can be reduced to the | had excited suspicions that the design was to make | 
wants of the Government without affecting any || a movement for a reduction of duties, but that the 
of these interests, then, but not otherwise, he | seater se to leave the public funds in the deposite 
\4 anks. 


a ver 


country. 


should support such a reduction. — : 
There were so many considerations involved, | 
and so much information which ought to be 
obtained before any final action could be had on 
this subject, that he hoped a reference of it might | 
be made to the Committee on Finance, which he 
believed was the most appropriate committee. If | 
the report of that committee should be adverse to | 
the views Of the Senator from South Carolina, no 
entleman knew better how again to bring his bill 
before the Senate in opposition to their report. 
Mr. WALKER said the Senator from South 
Carolina seemed to suppose that he (Mr. W.) | 
had charged him erroneously with legislating, or 
desiring to legislate to create a surplus. Mr. W. 
said that he had stated that if there should be any 
surplus next year, it would be because we refused 
at this session to reduce the revenue to the wants 
oftheGovernment. That bills which would thus 
reduce the revenue without violating the compro- 
mise act of 1833, had already been proposed and 
assed to a second reading in this body; and that 
if the Senator from South Carolina voted now as | 
he did at the last session, against similar bills, he 
would vote to create a surplus; and that if he | 
would now vote for these bills, his project to dis- 
tribute another surplus would be wholly unneces- 
sary. The bill of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Mornis,] limiting to settlers the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, if passed, would reduce to nothing the | 
estimated surplus of eight millions calculated b 
the Senator from South Carolina. And Mr. W. 
asked the friends of the manufacturing interest 
when the revenue could thus be reduced to the 
wants of the Government, without disturbing the 
compromise act of 1833, whether it was not their 
true interest thus to reduce the revenue, rather 
than attempt the establishment of a surplus sys- 
tem, which might produce a revulsion that would 
sweep away even the compromise protective duties 
of 1833? : 
Any party that sustains unnecessary taxation, 
that insists on collecting from the people more 








revenue than is required for the wants of the Gov- | 


ernment, cannot long enjoy public confidence; 
and as the extreme measure of 1828 we a 
reaction which had well nigh prostrated the entire 
protective system, so the attempt now to create 
and perpetuate the surplus system muy produce 
such a revulsion as will sweep away even the 
limited compromise protective duties of 1833. If 
the manufacturing interest unites itself with the 
surplus distributive policy, it will prove to that 
interest the embrace of death. If the manufac- 
turing interest repose on the faith of the compro- 
mise act of 1833, let them not violate the provision 
of the sixth section of that act by substituting 
distribution for reduction. The moment we now 
legislate so as to create a surplus revenue, that 
moment the sixth section of the compromise act 
is violated, and the manufacturing interest can 
never ask to repose upon the faith of an act, one 
of the material provisions of which they will have 
contemned and disregarded. 

_ Mr. CALHOUN would be very far from desir- 
ing One measure to be applied to a bill intusduced 
by him, and another to a bill introduced by the 
Senator from Mississippi. There was nosimilarity, 
however, between the two cases. The bill intro- 
duced by the gentleman related to*a subject for 
which one of the standing committees of that body 
—the Committee on Public Lands—was particu- 
larly constituted, and it therefore ought proper! 
to have been sent to that committee, while the bill 
just introduced by him had no reference whatever 
‘0 any particular committee—had never been in 
charge of the Committee on Finance, or any other 
of the standing committees, and consequently 
might, with great propriety, be referred to a spe- 
cial committee, or be a on without reference. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| standing the President condemns the leaving of so 


| take ay if the bill should be destroyed. 
| saw (1 


|| Nothing would be done; and the money would 
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He did indulge the hope that a spirit of courtesy tion of the revenue to this very Committee on 
and liberality would prevail, and that his bill Finance, wh the motion he had this day made 
would not be sent to a committee that would | in regard to this bill. He (Mr. R.) thought that 
wi ty against it. _ || under every aspect, and particularly as the bill 
| If the reference should be made to the Commit- || goes upon the supposition of the case that there 


_will be a surplus, the proper reference for it wae 
| to the Committee on Finance. 
He | Mr. CALHOUN replied that the two proposi- 
|| tions were totally different. The first motion was 
the proper one, and he had made it, knowing that 
the Committee on Finance was favorable to the 
measure. Whilst, on the contrary, he knew that 
|, committee to be opposed to the principles of his 
bill, and therefore he did not wish to refer it to 
them. He was glad to hear the Senator from 


| Virginia express himself as he had done with 
| large a sum of money in the hands of these banks; || regard to the deposite bill of last session. His 


| notwithstanding he condemns the spirit of specu- || noble course on that occasion would ever do him 
| lation in the public lands, encouraged thereby, || honor. 
| yet these things that he so much condemns will || If a reduction of duties could be made without 
He producing injurious consequences, let it be made 
r. C. said) how things would go if the || with all his Tease: He infinitely preferred a re- 
motion prevailed. He announced it in advance. || duction to deposite. He would not be the man to 
disturb the compromise act; it ought not to be 
touched without the common consent of all par- 
ties. He contended that the argument of the 
| honorable Senator, with respect to the reference of 
this bill, would refer almost everything to the 
Committee on Finance. 
Mr. RIVES observed that as the gentleman 
from South Carolina had admitted that he was only 








e deposite banks. 


These suspicions (Mr. C. said) would be con- 
firmed, if his bill should be set aside. Notwith- 


j 


not be placed where it ought to be, in the hands | 

of the people, from whom it came, but would 

accrue to the benefit of the deposite banks. He 

would make one pledge. If the Committee on | 

Finance can make any adequate reduction of the | 
| revenue, he would withdraw his bill. 
| Mr. RIVES said that the grounds on which the | 
| 


gentleman from South Carolina had based his || conditionally in favor of this project; that is, that 
| argument, convinced him (Mr. R.) that the bill || he preferred a reduction of the revenue to it, and 
should be referred to the Committee on Finance. || as questions relating to such reduction must be 
The honorable Senator had entered into a calcula- || settled by the Committee on Finance, it would be 
tion for the purpose of showing that there would be | perfectly in accordance with the parliamentary 
a considerable surplus next year, and he had also || rule to refer the bill to that committee. As a 
adverted to the compromise act of 1833, and ex- || good deal had been said in regard to the comprd- 
pressed his wish that the duties might be further || mise act, he desired to say a single word on that 
reduced, if that could be done without injury to | subject. 


the great manufacturing interests of the country. If there were any means by which the revenue 
Now, both these questions were clearly of a finan- || could be reduced to the wants of the country, 
cial character, and therefore the more appropriate | without interfering with that act, he would not 
committee to which they should be sent was the | disturb it; but he considered it a paramount duty 
Finance. In regard to the deposite bill, of which | to regulate the revenue to the wants of the country, 
the gentleman had spoken, he (Mr. R.) would say || and he did not think the compromise act ought to 
that in voting for that bill his judgment had ap- | interfere with it.* 

proved it at that time, and did so still. Heconsid-|| The question was taken on the reference to the 
ered it a measure arising from the fact that we had || Committee on Finance, and decided as follows: 

a large surplus in the Treasury, with no prospec- YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Ewing fo 
tive probability of getting rid of it. It was for that || Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
reason that he had been induced to give the bill his || King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Me- 
support, which he would never regret, and which | Kean, Niles, Page, Parker, Rives, Robinson, 
every day’s observation confirmed him was calcu- || Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 
lated to promote the best interests of the country. || Wali—22. 

What he now said, he did not wish to beconsidered | NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Cal- 
as indicative of the course which he hereafter houn, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
might think proper to pursue. In regard tothe Kent, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
probability of there being such a surplus as the || Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
gentleman from South Carolina seems to suppose | Webster, White, Wright—22. 

there will, he would say nothing. The Senator || The yeas and nays being equal, the Chair voted 
said that Congress was bound to prevent such | -in the affirmative. 

surplus by reducing the revenue to the wants of So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
theGovernment. It was true the policy of adopt- || Finance. 

ing a tariff was oneof that character which circum- 

stances called for, which was forced upon us by | 


the peculiar condition of the country; and it re- | ), ' 
as ; e | horses lost, and property destroyed in the service 
mained for Congress, in its wisdom, to say whether | aS : 
or not it should be upheld, and if so, whether || ofthe alitedeentanmenee referred. 
8 , ° 


there should be some modification made in the rate | 
The Senate then took up the special order, 


of duties. 
He [Mr. Rives] begged leave to advert to an being the resolution of Mr. Ewina, of Ohio, to 
rescind the Treasury order, relating to payments 


LOST HORSES, ETC. 
The bill from the House to provide payment for 





observation of the honorable Senator; which was | 
that if a majority of the Senate should refer his || in the land offices; when 

proposition to the Committee on Finance, he || Mr. WEBSTER took the floor, and addressed 
would undertake to be a prophet, and pronounce || the Senate in favor of the resolution, continuing 
that the policy of that majority, and the result of || his remarks to a late hour; when, without having 
the action of the committee, would be nothing but || concluded, he gave way to a motion to adjourn. 

a deceitful demonstration upon the subject of a ] Mr. BENTON then informally laid on the table 
reduction of duties. He [{Mr. Rives] would ask || the following, as a notice of a motion he intended 
how did the honorable Senator, (he did not pre- || to make before taking the question on the resolu- 
tend to give his precise words, for he saw that the || tion: 

gentleman dissented,) should a majority of the || - 
Senate give a different reference to hie bill than || *To the Editor ofthe Globe: 

he desired, arrive at the conclusion that there || Sia: The report in your paper of this morning of the re- 
would be no reduetion made,and that all that had |e no ett 
been said on the subject, both by the President || deposite act of the leet sentdon, being, in aveal respects, 
and Secretary of the ‘Treasury, would turn out to || materially and strikingly inaccurate, I beg that you will 
be a delusion—a deceit? He (Mr. R.) was ata || have the goodness to state that a correct yersion of them 
loss to conceive how the gentleman could recon- || will be furnished atthe earliest momen which the ages om 
cile the motion he had yesterday made, to refer 1 of other duties shall allow me. Very respectfully, yous 


r obedient servant, W.C. RIVES. 
that part of the message which relates tothereduc- || Wasuinoron, December 23, 1836. 
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** To invest the committee to which the resolu- 
* tion shall be sent with authority to inquire into 
‘the effect and operation of the Treasury order 
‘of July 11th, upon the business of the country, 
‘and the banking institutions of the States; and 
‘into the conduct of banks in relation to that 
‘ order; and into their attempts (if any) to with- 
‘draw specie from circulation, and to embarrass 
‘the cunieiaon and business of the country; the 
‘committee to summon witnesses before them, if 
‘any such are near at hand, and to conduct their 
* inquiries at a distance by interrogatories.’’ 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 21, 1836. 


Mr. DUNLAP asked the consent of the House 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, on the ‘bill to amend the act to au- 
thorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants of 
land in certain cases,”’ (commonly called the **Ten- 
nessee land bill.’’) 

He would barely remark, that he hoped he 
should get the assent of the House to this motion, 
since the bill in question had received the favorable 
report of a committee of that House as long ago 
as the year 1825, and it had been before the House 
from that time to the present. 

Mr. HARDIN objecting, 

Mr. DUNLAP moved a suspension of the rule; 
but the motion was lost without a division. 


SURPLUS REVENUE. 


The first business then in order was a memorial 
presented on a former day by Mr. W. B. Suer- 
ARD, from a mumber of citizens of the first con- 
gressional district of North Carolina, praying for 
the passage of a law to provide for the future dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue of the United 
States for several years to come, on the principles 
of the act on the same subject, passed at the last 
session of Congress. 

Mr. SHEPARD moved to refer the memorial to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and addressed 
the House at length on the subject; when the me- 
morial was so referred. 


BURNING OF THE POST OFFICE. 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
his Private Secretary, ANpREw Jackson, Jr. Esq., 
which, on motion of Mr. SHIELDS, was referred 
= the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

Gent_emen: Herewith | transmit you a report 
of the Postmaster General, and recommend the 
passage of such laws, and the making of such 
appropriations, as may be necessary to carry into 
effect the measures adopted by him for resuming 
the business of the department under his charge, 
and securing the public property in the old Post 
Office building. 

It is understood that the building procured for 
the temporary use of the department is far from 
being fire-proof, and that the valuable books and 
papers secured from the recent conflagration will 
there be exposed to similar dangers. I therefore 
feel it my duty to recommend an immediate appro- 

riation for the construction of a fire-proof General 
ost Office, that the materials may be obtained 
within the present winter, and the building erected 
as rapidly as practicable. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
December 20, 1836. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
December, 20, 1836. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sir: On the morning of the 15th instant I per- 
formed the painful duty of re nee you orally 
the destruction of the Geneiel Pont ffice building 
by fire, and received your instructions to inquire 
into the cause and extent of the calamity, for the 
purpose of enabling you to make a communica- 
tion to Congress. 

A few hours afterwards I received through the 
chairman of the committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads of the House of Representatives an 
official copy ofa resolution adopted by that Houee, 
instructing the committee to institute a similar 
inquiry, and the chairman asked for such inform- 
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| ation as it was in my power to give. The inves- | 
tigation directed by you was thus rendered unne- } 
| cessary. | 

The Corporation of the city of Washington, || 
with honorable promptitude, offered the depart- | 
| ment the use of the west wing of the City Hall, | 
| now occupied by the Mayor and Councils and || 
| their officers, and the officers of the Chesapeake | 


and Ohio Canal Company. The proprietors of || 
the Medical College also tendered the use of their | 
building on E street; and offers were made of sev- | 
eral other buildings in the central parts of the city. || 
An examination was made of such as promised || 
by their magnitude to afford sufficient room for || 
the force employed in the department, but none | 
were found equal in the commodiousness of their | 
interior structure and abundant room to Fuller’s | 
hotel, opposite the buildings occupied by the | 


Treasury Department, on Pennsylvania avenue. || 
That building has been obtained on terms which || 
the accompanying papers, marked 1 and 2, will | 
fully exhibit. The business of the department | 
will be immediately resumed in that building. 
The agreement.with Mr. Fuller will make ne- 


cessary an immediate appropriation by Congress, | 
and ores that body will devolve also the duty of |! 
providing for the payment of the rent, if they || 
shall approve of the arrangement. | 
In the meun time, steps have been taken to se- 
cure all that is valuable in the ruins of the Post | 
Office building, and to protect from the weather | 
the walls of so much of it as was occupied by the | 


of which the services necessary in the accomplish- | 
ment of these objects can be paid for, nor has it | 


the means to replace the furniture which has been || 


lost, and must be immediately obtained to enable 
the clerks to proceed with their current business. 


| following resolution, which was agreed to: 





December 2}, 


Mr. YELL, of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

[Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, presented the peti 
tion of Henry Baird and others, who pray for , 
donation of their farms which they have occupied 
as teachers, &c., in the Indian department of 
Wisconsin Territory; also, the petition of citizey, 
of Erie, Pennsylvania, who pray for the oa 
struction of a harbor at Racine, at the mouth of 
Root river, Wisconsin Territory; the petition of 
John Hait, who, having advanced money dur 
the late war to the United States, now for thy 
first time asks remuneration in a donation of th. 
tract of land which he occupies in Wisconsi; 
gery a petition for the construction of road 
in said Territory.]} 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, submitted th, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe. 
ency of placing George Martin, a citizen of th 
county of Benton, in the State of Tennessee, o, 
the pension roll. 


INDIAN LANDS. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Ag. 
fairs, reported a bill to regulate, in certain cases 
the disposition of the proceeds of lands ceded by 
Indian tribes to the United States; which wes 
read twice, committed, and made the order of thy 
day for this day. 


Oa motion of Mr. BELL, the House then wen 


= © 


which was considered, and reported to the House 
without amendment. 

The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read. 
ing to-morrow. 





These facts I deem it my duty to report to you 
that you may recommend to Congress such meas- 
ures thereupon as you may deem expedient. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 


NAVIGATION AND COMMERCE. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND asked the consent of the 
House to take up for reference a joint resolution 
from the Senate directing the publication of the 
annual statement of the navigation and commerce 
of the United States; which was objected to by 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. BELL made a request to the House that it 
would consent to receive reports from the com- 
mittees at this time. He said he had one to make 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs of an im- 
portant character, and had been waiting for an 


opportunity to present it to the House for several 


press the motion, on the understanding that re- 
ports from committees would come up severally 
this morning. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by Mr. 
EVANS, of Maine; 

Messrs. LAWRENCE and REED, of Massa- 
chusetts; 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York; 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North 

Mr. HARDIN, of Kentucky; 

Mr. SPEAKER POLK, of Tennessee; 

Messrs. STORER and PATTERSON, of Ohio; 

(Mr. Srorer presented the petition of Mrs. 
Martha Piati, of Ohio, the only surviving daugh- 
ter of Captain Joshya Huddy, who was executed 
while a prisoner of war, by ,the tories, in 1782, 

ae the consideration o Congress in her be- 
alf. 
Me. REYNOLDS, of Illinois; 

[Mr. Reynotps, of Illinois, presented the me- 

morial and petitions from the State of Illinois, 

raying the survey of the Kaskaskia, Cash, and 

bine rivers; and, on his motion, ev Saw re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and als. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; 

(Mr. Harrison presented a petition of Albert 
Tison and Susan Labeaume, praying the confirm- 
ation of certain grants of land; of John Moore, 
praying the allowance of a claim against the Gen- 
eral Government as Commissary of Missouri 
militia; of James Allen for a pension. } 


arolina; 





General Post Office, which stand firm. _into Committee of the Whole on the foregoing 
The department has no fund at command out || bill, (Mr. Gartanp, of Virginia, in the chair;) 


days. Objection was made; and Mr. B. did not || 183 


On motion of Mr. BELL, all the papers com- 
| mitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs, at the 
last session, in relation to directing an inquiry 
| into the abuses and irregularities of the Iudian 
| department, were recommitted to that committee. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported the following bills: 


a ee ae ee ae SCC elt, 





































1. A bill making appropriations for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities, 

Il. A bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the year 1837. 

III. A bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1837. 

IV. A bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1837. 

V. A bill makin 


A appropriations for certain 
fortifications of the 


nited States for the year 


a. 
VI. A bill making appropriations for the cur- 
rent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes, for the year 1837. 
All the foregoing bills were severally read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Con- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
_ bill to exempt merchandise, imported under cer- 
tain circumstances, from the operation of the act 
of the 19th of May, 1828, entitled ** An act in 
alteration of the several acts imposing duties on 
imports,’’ and the same was recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit 
tee, réported a bill for the relief of Samuel! Hixon, 
a and others; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 





REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that he 
should, on to-morrow, ask the House to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the bill supplementary to the act entitled “ Ao 
act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of 
the United States.’’ He gave as a reason for # 
doing the indispensable necessity of passing this 
bill at the commencement of the year. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joba 





eng 


| of 
of 


the 


8e8, 
| by 


was 


went 
oing 
air;) 
Ouse 


> the 
read. 


com- 
t the 
uiry 
idian 
ittee, 


tee of 
ils: 


Bup- 


pay: 
of the 


naval 


pport 


ertain 


» cur 
nd for 
ndiaa 


twice, 
yle on 


Com- 
n was 
of the 
r cer- 
he act 
act in 
ies on 
to the 


mmit- 
lixon, 
1 com: 


rat he 
70 into 
Union 
i “ An 
»ins of 
for 80 
ng this 


Private 
f Joho 








1836. 


ist G : 
er ede of the day for Friday week. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Norman Holt; 
which was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
Davis, (aftera slight verbal amendment, moved by 
Mr. HoweLL, was adopted,) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported 
heirs of John Graham, 
moneys at Huntsville, 
twice and committed. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion made by Mr. Pearce, of Rhode | 
Island, on yesterday, to reconsider the vote of the 
House on Monday last, by which the following 
resolution was laid on the table: 

‘* Resolved, That the select committee appointed 
‘to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acad- 


late receiver of the public | 
Alabama; which was read 


. *emy be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-com- 


‘mittee, to visit the Academy, for the purpose 
«mentioned in the resolution under which they 
‘ were appointed. - 

Mr. WARD remarked that inasmuch as a 
select committee had been appointed by the House 
he was willing to accord to them what was their 
desire. It was their wish that they should have 
an opportunity of going, either in whole or by a 
sub-committee, to the institution referred to, for 
the purpose of procuring information, which they 
think will be important to the House and to the 
country. It was within the recollection of gen- 
tlemen that this question had been presented to 
the House for several years in succession, and on 
one occasion had been referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. That committee gave the 
subject the most deliberate attention, and presented 
a report to the House, which Mr. W. considered 
unanswerable. Other gentlemen, however, not 
being satisfied, brought the subject again before 
Congress, and a select committee was appointed 
to inquire not only into the alleged abuses of that 
institution, but also into the expediency of abol- 
ishing it altogether. The committee was raised, 
and made a report, which never had been printed 
by the House. 

Mr. W. observed that it was suggested by a 
gentleman near him that the difficulty might be 
obviated by moving to have that reported printed. 

He repeated that inasmuch as the House had 
appointed this committee, which was, perhaps, to 
be regretted, and they had asked of the House the 
privilege of visiting the institution, he, for one, 
was entirely willing they should do so, because he 
was firmly of the opinion that however prejudiced 
= might have been heretofore, when they went 
to that institution, and got through with their exam- 
ination, they would return differently impressed, 
and report to the House that they were entirely 
satisfied. It was with this view that he should 
now record his vote in favor of a reconsideration 
of the resolution; and when it came up for adop- 
tion or rejection, he would also then record his 
vote in its favor. It was well known that several 
years the Executive had annually appointed 
aboard of visiters to examine into the affairs of 
the West Point Academy, and it would also be 
recollected that however those visiters may have 
been prejudiced against the institution when they 
went there, that, with one single exception, there 
had not been a report against it. 

Mr. W. said it was not his intention then to 
detain the House with an inquiry into the merits 
of the institution, but he wished to take that occa- 
sion to say that one of the most distinguished 
— of the Army had made this declaration to 

im : 

“Tt is my opinion that the Military Academy 
‘at West Point is better calculated to keep alive 
‘the military spirit of the country than any other 
‘institution; and I should rather see the yey 
‘disbanded, and have it made known ta me that 
‘must leave the service of the United States for- 
‘ever, than to see this institution go down, or its 
‘usefulness impaired in the slightest degree.” 

_ But (continued Mr. W.) the officers of the Army, 
itis to be apprehended, will entertain the opinion 
they were not the favorites of the Congress 


er; which was read twice, and made 


a bill for the relief of the || 
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of the United States, because the tenure of their | ‘and papers, and with instructions to inquire inte 


office had, of late, been rendered uncertain by the 
numerous efforts to alter the present organization 
of the Army, by cutting off or dismissing a por- 


tion of the officers from the service. Besides, after || 


having been led to believe that the bill brought |, 
forward during the last session of Congress, pro- | ‘ any quarter, at the manner in which said depart- 
posing to equalize and regulate the pay of the || ‘ments, or their bureaus or officers, or any of 
officers of the Army and Navy of the United States, || ‘ their officers or agents of every description what- 
would have passed in the shape in which it had || ‘ ever, directly or indirectly connected with them 


been originally reported, how were they disap- 
pointed! Why, when they came to examine it, 


after it had become a law, they found it to bea bill | 


to regulate the pay of the officers of the Navy | 


only. 
The principle of equalizing the pay of the two 


donment was a source of —e regret and mortifi- 
cation tothe Army. Such a bill would have been 
productive of much good, both to the officers of 


the two branches of service, and to the public; for || Strike out all after the word “ resolved,” and 


their pay being equalized, they would have been 
better able to codperate in their official duties, 
without difficulty, embarrassment, jealousy, or ill- 
feeling. The various grades ought to be assimi- 
lated, and thus rendered equal in estimation. 
Surely it could not be the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to reward the services of one arm of 
the national defence, and to neglect the other; or 


to exalt the one at the expense of the other; or to | 


, declare to the nation that the one was deemed more 


| 


important, honorable, or its services more meri- 
torious than the other. Such a distinction would 
be invidious, and he therefore trusted that as jus- 
tice had been extended to the one, it would not 
be long withheld from the other; and that at no 
distant day they would be placed on an equal foot- 
ing in every respect. 

r. W. stated he was further impressed that it 
was time this question in relation to the institution 
at West Point, should be put at rest; for until it 


} 





was, vy! must expect to have the business of the | 


House delayed, as it was on the last night of the 
last session, in opposing the bill making appro- 
priations for its expenses. 

Mr. JARVIS then moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said there seemed to be 
more attraction at the other end of the House than 
at this, and he would therefore move a call of the 
House; which was negatived. : 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then called for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 86, nays 77. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


PRIZES TAKEN BY PAUL JONES. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, for the purpose of submitting 
a resolution, in substance, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to communicate to this House, 
if in his opinion not incompatible with the public 
interest, whether any steps have been taken to 


recover of the Kingdom of Denmark the value of | 


\| 


| 
1} 


their prize ships captured by the squadron com- 
manded by the Chevalier John Paul Jones, in the 
year 1778, sent into the port of Bergen, Norway, 
a part of the Danish dominions, and valued by 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin at £50,000 sterling, and 


unlawfully delivered up by the Danish officers to | 


the British authorities; and whether any relin- 
quishment of said claim has ever been made; and, 
if so, upon what consideration. 

The House refused to suspend the rule by a 
vote of—ayes 67, noes not counted. 


EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution (submitted by Mr. Wn) reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on 
the Union, as follows: 


*¢ Resolved, That so much of the President’s || 
| Messrs. BROWN, RIVES, WALL, LINN, 
| TOMLINSON, WALKER, 


‘ message as relates to the ‘ condition of the vari- 
‘ous executive departments, the ability and in- 
‘tegrity with which they have been conducted, 
‘the vigilant and faithful discharge of the public 
* business in all of them, and the causes of com- 
‘ plaint, from od 

‘ they have fulfille 
‘be referred to a select committee, to consist of 


‘nine members, with power to send for persons | 


e state of | 


| 
| 





j 
| 


| 
} 


i} 


i} 


‘the condition of the various executive depart- 
‘ments, the ability and integrity with which the 


| * have been conducted, into the manner in whic 


*the 


; ublic business has been discharged in all 
So 


em, and into all causes of complaint, from 


| ‘in any manner, officially or unofficially, in duties 


* pertaining to the public interest, have fuifilled or 
* failed to accomplish the objects of their creation, 
‘or have violated their duties, or have injured and 
‘ impaired the public service and interest; and that 


| ‘said committee, in its inquiries, may refer to 
services is both juet and equitable, and its aban- || ‘ such periods of time as to them may seem expe- 


| * dient and proper.” 


} 


| 
| 
| 
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uarter, at the manner in which || 
the objecta of their creation;’ \| 


| *It has 





| 


The question pending was the following amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island: 


insert the following: 

** That so much of the President’s message as 
‘is in the following words, to wit: ‘ Before con- 
‘cluding this paper, I think it is due to the vari- 
‘ ous executive departments to bear testimony to 
‘ their prosperous condition, and to the ability and 
‘integrity with which they have been conducted. 
een my aim to enforce in all of them 
‘a vigilant and faithful discharge of the public 
‘business; and it is gratifying to me to believe 
* that there is no just cause of complaint, from an 
‘quarter, at the manner in which they have fub- 


|| ‘filled the objects of their creation, be referred to 
| a select committee of nine members, with instruc- 


‘ tions to inquire into any specific causes of com- 
‘ plaint which may be alleged against the integrity 
‘ of the administration of any of the departments, 
‘or their bureaus, or the vigilance and fidelit 
‘with which their duties have been discharged, 
‘and that said committee have power to send for 
* persons and papers.” 

Mr. LANE, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length, in reply to the 
remarks of Messrs. PEYTON, UNDERWOOD, 
and WISE. 

As soon as Mr. L_ had concluded, Mr. 
HOWELL obtained the floor, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE PATENT 
OFFICE. 
The following gentlemen were appointed a se- 


| lect committee to inquire what loss has been sus- 


tained by the destruction of the Patent Office, and 


| what measures are necessary to restore the rec- 


ords, drawings, models, &c. 

Mr. Harper, of Pennsylvania; 
Parker, of New Jersey; 
Tayrxor, of New York; 
Jackson, of Massachusetts; 
Ricuarpson, of South Carolina. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, December 22, 1836. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, on the subject of 
Texas, by Mr. Jackson, his Secretary. 

[Given in the proceedings of the House of thie 
ae page. 44] 

been read, 


he message oe 
Mr. BUCHANAN moved that it be printed, 


and, with the documents, referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Foreign Relations. 


After the committee should have examined the 


| papers, Mr. B. said that they would make such a 
| 


"aes to the Senate as might be necessary. 
his notion was adopted, and fifteen hundred 
extra copies were ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Petitions and memorials were presented b 


NICHOLAS, 
KING of Alabama, KING of Georgia, and 


| RUGGLES. 


INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to depredationson private property 






















- France of the 4th July, 1831, and under the con- 
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by the hostile Indians be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. | 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, the bill in | 
addition to the act for the better organization of | 
the courts of the United States for the district of 
Alabama. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported, with amendments, 
the bill to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
Company to construct a railroad through the lands 
of the United States. 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to pur- 
chase, on the part of the United States, the private 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported, without amendment, | 
the bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard | 
W. Meade, deceased. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to which had been referred the petition of | 
sundry hardware merchants on the subject, re- 
ported a bill to repeal the provisoes of the tenth | 
and twelfth clauses of the tariff act of 1832; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill to allow a 
drawback on cordage manufactured from imported 
hemp when exported. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill to 
authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, to enter a 
certain half section of land. 


Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, to | 
which had been referred the papers of Benjamin | 
Murphy, reported a bill for his relief; which was | 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, on leave, introduced a bill | 
to authorize certain internal improvements in | 
Florida: which was read twice and referred. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill to con- | 
tinue in force the act for the final adjustment of 
private land claims in Missouri; which was read | 
twice and referred. 


Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill in | 
addition to the act to provide more effectually for | 
the settlements of accounts between the United 
States and receivers of the public moneys; which 
was read twice and tabieted 

Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, also introduced a bill 
anticipating the indemnity accruing to the citizens 
of the United States under the convention with 











vention with the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies of 
the 4th October, 1832; which was read twice and 
referred. 

Mr. SWIFT, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- | 
vide for the moral and religious instruction of the 
army; also, a bill to incorporate the Manual Labor 
School and Male Orphan Asylum Society in the 
city of Washington; which were severally twice 
read and referred. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for the legal adjudication and settlement 
of claims to land under the grants to Baron Bas- 
trop and the Marquis Maison Rouge, in Louisiana, | 
and under certain grants.in Arkansas; which was 
twice read and referred. . 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an additional appropriation for deepening the chan- 
nel near the mouth of the Pascagoula river, in the 
State of Mississippi; and also of making an appro- 
priation for a survey of the channel of the Pearl 
river, in the same State, near the mouth of said 
river, with a view to a removal of the obstructions | 
in the same. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
increasing the salary of the district judge of the | 
United States for the State of Mississippi, and of ' 
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changing the time of holding the sessions of said 
court. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for a survey of the harbor of the 
city of Natchez, with a view to the improvement 
of said harbor. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the construction 
of the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


of the resolution, submitted by Mr. Ewine, of || 


Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order in relation to 
the payments at the United States land offices. 

r. WEBSTER continued and concluded his 
speech, commenced peer in favor of the 
resolution; after which, 

Mr, NILES addressed the Senate at some length 
in opposition to the resolution. 

Mr. RIVES then, after some remarks, offered 
an amendment to the resolution, which, not being 
considered in order, before the second reading, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, and by general 
> gna the resolution was read the second time, 
an 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following amend- 
ment as a substitute for the resolution; which was 
ordered to be pe 

Resolved, That hereafter all sums of money ac- 
cruing or becoming payable to the United States, 
whether for customs, public lands, taxes, debts, or 
otherwise, shall be collected and paid only in the 
legal currency of the United States, or in the notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal currency, under the following re- 
strictions and conditions in regard to such notes— 
that is, from and after the passage of this resolu- 
tion, the notes of no bank which shall issue bills 
or notes of a less denomination than five dollars, 
shall be received in payment of the public dues; 
from and after the first day of July, 1839, the 
notes of no bank which shall issue biils or notes 
of a Jess denomination than ten dollars, shall be 
receivable, and from and after the Ist of July, 
1841, the like prohibition shall be extended to 
the notes of all banks issuing bills or notes of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars; but the 
public debtors shall have the option of paying 
either in the said legal currency, or in the notes of 
banks of the description above-mentioned, in good 
credit: Provided, however, That no notes shall be 
taken in payment by the collectors or receivers, 
which the banks in which they are to be deposited 
shall not be willing to pass to the credit of the 
United States as cash. 

The Senate then, on motion, adjourned over to 
Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 22, 1836. 


The first business in order was the resolutions of 
the State of Illinois, in relation to the locating of 
the national road in Illinois, so as to cause it to 

ass through Alton, presented on a former day by 
Mr. Reyrnotps, of that State. 

Mr. REYNOLDS addressed the House for some 
time in advocacy of the route proposed by way of 
Alton; and concluded by moving their reference to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, inquired of the 

entleman from Illinois, if his motion to refer was 
intended also to embrace instructions to the com- 
mittee to report a bill in pursuance of the resolu- 
tions presented ; because, if so, Mr. H. wished to 
have an opportunity of replying to the gentleman. 

Mr. R YNOLDS replied, that his motion did 
not embrace instructions. 

The motion to refer was then agreed to. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. ADAMS and LAWRENCE, of Massa- 
chueetts; 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 

Messrs. RUSSELL, WARDWELL, HARD, 
WARD, and HUNTINGTON, of New York; 








December 22, 


sylvania. 
TEXAS. 


The following message in writing was receive 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW Jacks y 
Jr., Esq.: os 


To the House of Representatives of the United States. 


During the last session information was given j, 
Congress, by the Executive, that measures hia4 
been taken to ascertain ‘the political, milita; 
and civil condition of Texas.”’ I now submit, (, 
your consideration, extracts from the report of 
the agent, who had been appointed to collect j; 
relative to the condition of that country. ’ 

No steps have been taken by the Executiy 
towards the acknowledgment of the independenc 
of Texas; and the whole subject would have beep 
left without further remark, on the information 
now given to Congress, were it not that the two 
Houses, at their last session, acting Separately, 
passed resolutions ‘‘that the independence ¢/ 
‘Texas ought to be acknowledged by the United ’ 
‘States, whenever satisfactory information shou|d 
‘be received that it had in successful operation , 
‘ civil government capable of performing the duties 
‘and fulfilling the obligations of an independen 
‘power.’’ This mark of interest in the question 
of the independence of ‘Texas, and indication of 
the views of Congress, make it proper that | 
should, somewhat in detail, present the considera. 
tions that have governed the Executive in contin. 
uing to occupy the ground previously taken in the 
contest between Mexico and Texas. 

The acknowledgment of a new State as inde. 
pendent, and entitied to a place in the family of 
nations, is at all times an act of great delicacy and 
responsibility; but more opener so, when such 
State has forcibly separated itself from another, 
of which it had formed an integral part, and which 
still claims dominion overit. A premature recog. 
nition, under these circumstances, if not looked 
upon as justifiable cause of war, is always liable 
to be regarded as a proof of an unfriendly spirit to 
one of the contending parties. Ali questions rela- 
tive to the government of foreign nations, whether 
of the old or the new world, have been treated by 
the United States as questions of fact only, and 
our predecessors have cautiously abstained from 
dodiling upon them, until the clearest evidence 
was in their possession, to enable them not only 
to decide correctly, but to shield their decisions 
from every unworthy imputation. In all the con- 
tests that have arisen out of the revolutions of 
France, out of the disputes relating to the crowns 
of Portugal and Spain, out of the revolutionary 
movements in those kingdoms, out of the separa- 
tion of the American possessions of both from the 
European Governments, and out of the numerous 
and constantly occurring struggles for dominion 
in Spanish America, so wisely consistent with our 
just principles has been the action of our Govem- 
ment, that we have, under the most critical cir- 
cumstances, avoided all censure, and encountered 
no other evil than that produced by a transient 
estrangement of good will in those against whom 
we have been, by force of evidence, compelled to 
decide. 

It has thus been made known to the world that 
the uniform policy and practice of the United 
States is, to avoid all interference in disputes, 
which merely relate to the internal government of 
other nations, and eventually to recognise the 
authority of the prevailing party, without refer- 
ence to our particular interests and views, Or ‘0 
the merits of the original controversy. Pubic 
opinion here is so firmly established and well u0- 
derstood in favor of this policy, that no serious 
disagreement has ever arisen among ourselves 10 
relation to it, although brought under review in & 
variety of forms, and at periods when the minds 
of the people were greatly excited by the agitation 
of topics purely domestic in their character. Nor 
has any deliberate inquiry ever been instituted 10 
Congress, or in any of our legislative bodies, a5 ° 
whom belonged the power of originally recognizing 
a new State; a power, the exercise of which # 
equivalent, under some circumstances, to a decla- 
ration of war; a power nowhere expressly dele- 

ted, and only granted in the Constitution as" 
is necessarily involved in some of the great powers 
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“ven to Congrass; in that given to the President || United States, speak the same language with our- || pective or any other light, and the subject of 
ond Senate to form treaties with foreign Powers, '; selves, cherish the same principles, political and || which the people generally felt a most deep in- 


and to appoint ambassadors and other public | religious, and are bound to many of our citizens | 


ministers; and in that conferred upon the Presi- 
dent to receive ministers from foreign nations. 


by ties of friendship and kindred blood; and || 


|| more than all, it is known that the people of that | 


In the preamble to the resolution of the House || country have instituted the same form of Govern- || 


f Representatives, it is distinctly intimated, that || ment with our own, and have, since the close of 
yi expediency of oe the independence of || your last session, openly resolved, on the acknowl- | 


Texas should be left to the 


ecision of Congress. || edgment by us of their independence, to seek for || 


In this view, on the ground of expediency, I am | admission into the Union as one of the Federal | 
disposed to concur; and do not, therefore, con- | States. This last circumstance is a matter of | 
sider it necessary to express any opinion as to the || peculiar delicacy, and forces upon us considera- | 


strict constitutional right of the Executive, either | 
apart from or in conjunction with the Senate, over | 
the subject. It is to be presumed that on no future 
occasion will a dispute arise, as none has hereto- | 
fore occurred, between the Executive and Legis- | 
jature in the exercise of the power of recognition. | 
it will always be considered consistent with the 
spirit of the Constitution, and most safe, that it 
should be exercised when probably leading to 
war, with a previous understanding with that 
body by whom war can alone be declared, and by 
whom all the provisions for sustaining its perils, 
must be furnished. Its submission to Congress, 
which represents in one of its branches the States | 
of this Union, and in the other the people of the 
United States, where there may be reasonable 
ground to amen te 80 grave a consequence, 
would certainly afford the fullest satisfaction to | 
our own country, and a perfect guarantee to all 
other nations, of the justice and prudence of the 
measures Which might be adopted. 

In making these suggestions, it is not my pur- 
pose to relieve myself from the responsibility of 
expressing my own opinions of the course the | 
interests of our country prescribe, and its honor | 
permits us to follow. : 

It is scarcely to be imagined that a question of | 
this character could be presented in relation to 
which it would be more difficult for the United | 
States to avoid exciting the suspicion, and jealousy 
of other Powers, and maintain their established 
character for fair and impartial dealing; but on 
this, as on every other trying occasion, safety is 
to be found in a rigid adherence to principle. 

In the contest between Spain and her revolted 
colonies, we stood aloof, and waited, not only 
until the ability of the new States to protect them- 
selves was fully established, but until the danger 
of their being again subjugated had entirely passed 
away. Then, and not till then, were they recog- 
ae Such was our course in regard to Mexico 
herself. The same policy was observed in all the 
disputes growing out of the separation into distinct 
Governments of those Spanish American States, 
who began or carried on the contest with the 
parent country, united under one form of govern- 
ment. We acknowledged the separate independ- 
ence of New Granada, of Venezuela, and of 
Ecuador, only after their independent existence 
was no longer a subject of dispute, or was actually 
acquiesced in by those with whom they had been 
previously united. It is true that, with regard 
to Texas, the civil authority of Mexico has been 
expelled, its invading army defeated, the Chief of 
the Republic himself captured, and all present 
power to control the newly organized Government 
of Texas annihilated within its confines. But, on 
the other hand, there is, in appearance at least, 
an immense disparity of physical force on the side 
of Mexico. The Mexican Republic, under another 
Executive, is rallying its forces under a new leader, 
and menacing a fresh invasion to recover ite lost 
dominion. Upon the issue of this threatened in- 
vasion, the independence of Texas may be con- 
sidered as suspended; and were there nothing 
peculiar in the relative situation of the United 
States and Texas, our acknowledgment of its in- 
dependence at such a crisis could scarcely be 
regarded as consistent with that prudent reserve 
with which we have heretofore held ourselves 
bound to treat all similar questions. But there 
are circumstances in the relations of the two coun- 
tries which require us to act, on this occasion, 
with even more than our wonted caution. Texas 
was once claimed as a part of our property; and 
there are those among our citizens who, always 
reluctant to abandon that claim, cannot but regard 
With solicitude the prospect of the reunion of the 
territory to this country. A large proportion of 
‘s civilized inhabitants are emigrants from the 








| pendence of the new Government, at least until 





tions of the gravestcharacter. The title of Texas 
to the territory she claims is identified with her | 
independence. She asks us to acknowledge that | 
title to the territory, with an avowed design to 
treat immediately of its transfer to the United | 
States. 
movement, as it might subject us, however un- 
justly, to the imputation of seeking to establish 


view to its subsequent acquisition by ourselves. 


| Prudence, therefore, seems to dictate that we || 
| should still stand aloof, and maintain our present 


attitude, if not until Mexico itself, or one of the 
great foreign powers, shall recognise the inde- 


the lapse of time or the course of events shall have 
proved, beyond cavil or dispute, the ability of the 
people of that country to maintain their separate 


sovereignty, and to uphold the Government con- || 


stituted by them. Neither of the contending 
parties can justly complain of this course. By 


ursuing it, we are but carrying out theJong estab- || 
ished policy of our Government—a policy which || 


has secured to us respect and influence abroad, 
and inspired confidence at home. 

Having thus discharged my duty, by present- 
ings with simplicity and directness, the views | 
which, after much reflection, I have been led to 
take of this important subject, I have only to add 
the expression of my confidence, that if ongress 
shall differ with me upon it, their judgment will be 
the result of dispassionate, prudent, and wise de- 
liberation; with the assurance that, during the 
short time I shall continue connected with the 
Government, I shall promptly and cordially unite 
with you in such measures as may be deemed best 
fitted to increase the prosperity and perpetuate 
the peace of our favored country. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasnuinearon, December 21, 1836. 


The message having been read— 





the Committee on Foreign Affairs and be printed. 
Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, moved that ten thou- 
sand extra copies be printed. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Islanf, moved twenty 


It becomes us to beware of a too early | 





thousand; which Mr. Briaes accepted as a modi- 
fication. 

The motion to refer was agreed to nem. diss.; 
and the question recurring on the motion to print 
the extra copies, 

Mr. PICKENS said he hoped that it would be 
distinctly understood that a report would soon be 
had on this important subject. He had no objec- 
tion to the reference of the subject to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, because he considered 
that committee as representing the dominant party, 
the party that now ruled the destinies of the coun- 
try; and he hoped they would take the responsi- 
bility of making a report on this most important | 
subject as soon as convenient. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY opposed the printing of | 
a large number of copies, and went on to show | 
that there was no usein it. He instanced the doc- 
uments accompanying the President’s message at 
the commencement of the session, of which the 
House had ordered fifteen thousand copies, and 
no more than five or six had as yet been laid on 
the table of each member, while they found the 
same information in every paper coming from their 
own districts. Such, he contended, would be the 
case with the present document. He was willing 
to print as much as possible for the information of 
the people, but not to support the printer, and 
would vote for the printing of ten thousand copies 
of the message, but no more. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said this was 
one of the most important documents ever pre- 
sented to the country, whether viewed in a pros- 


Mr. HOWARD moved that it be referred to 


terest. It could not but be known that a great 
change had taken place throughout the Union on 
the Texan cayse since the lastsession of Congress, 
and it would be seen that the surmises of the views 


| of the Chief Magistrate hed all turned out to be 


erroneous. He repelled the idea that the printing 
of twenty thousand copies of this document was 
with the view of giving the printers a job, for that 
number would only give some one or two copies 
to each town. 

Mr. HOAR agreed, on general principles, with 
the gentleman from Ohio, for, not unfrequently, 
had documents been ordered to be printed by that 


|, House which had no other effect than to render 


the paper on which it was printed less valuable 
than before. This, however, was nota document 


|| of that description, and he bestowed upon it the 

| highest commendation. 

the claim of our neighbors to a territory, with a || 
} 


It was deserving of pre- 
servation, and ought to be printed in a form for 
that purpose. The number was by no means too 
large, and he would cheerfully have voted fora 


|| larger number than twenty thousand. 


r. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, had no 
objection to any number, but he could not help 


| expressing his surprise at the extraordinary coin- 


cidence on all sides on the merits of a question 


| involving so many interests, though he should not 


have been surprised if a hundred thousand extra 
copies had been proposed, or even its printing on 


| satin. Ee hoped the subject would be postponed, 


and gave notice that, when the report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations came in, he should 
address the House at length. 

Mr. CRAIG was in favor of the larger number. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY withdrew his opposition 
to the motion. 

Mr. WISE should vote for the largest number, 
not because he was so decidedly of opinion that 
the message was what it should be, for he did not 


| pretend to judge of it, as some gentlemen seemed 
| to do, by instinct. This, however, he would say 


that, nctwithstanding it seemed to profess moder- 
ation, prudence, and wisdom, he hesitated not to 
say that, if under these pretences this Govern- 
ment proposed withholding its aid, and assistance, 
and countenance from a people struggling for hu- 
man rights and civil hone che was against it folo 
celo. 

Mr. HOWARD expressed hisconcurrence with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, who made the 
motion _—- twenty thousand copies of this doc- 
ument. e considered there ought to be a large 
number printed for distribution among the people 
of the country. He also concurred in opinion 
with the gentleman from Virginia, that it was im- 
possible, from hearing the message read, to form 
an opinion as to its merits. Itasserted a principle 
most important, and required to be acted on with 
great deliberation; he was therefore in favor of 
distributing it to the people of the country, so that 
they might have an opportunity of forming an 
opinion thereon. 

Mr. BOON observed that circumstances very 
frequently altered cases. He was astonished to 
hear the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Wuirriesey] 
object to the printing of this very important docu- 
ment. It would be recollected that a few sessions 
back, when a proposition was made to print a 
certain Post Office report, the printing of a soli- 
tary number of which would cost more than a 
thousand copies of this message, that gentlemen 
did not then object to printing large numbers of 
the document. ow, when an extra number of 
this document was wanting, gentlemen said it 
would be published in the newspapers. Mr. W. 
said, hawever, that it must be recollected that a 
large number of the tax-payers of this country were 
not subscribers to newspapers; therefore it was 
necessary that extra numbers should be printed 
for distribution. He only regretted that the gen- 
tleman had not moved to print forty thousand. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
print twenty thousand extra copies; which was 
agreed to. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 
sented by Mr. TURNER, of Maryland; 

Mr. MORGAN, of Virginia; 

Mr. HAWKINS, of North Carolina; 
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Messrs. CALHOON , UNDERWOOD, WIL- | some further verbal amendments agreed to, on | 
| motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, after some ex- | 


LIAMS, FRENCH, of Kentucky; and 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, of Tennessee; 

Messrs. BOON and DAVIS, of Indiana; 

Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi; 

Mr. MAY, of Illinois; 

{[Mr. May presented the petition of John Dow- 
ling, praying that an act may be 


him to receive from the War Depaftment the 


sed enabling | 


|over he h 


amount of pay due to Lieutenant Lewis Gale at | 


the time of his death.] 
Messrs. LEWIS and LYON, of Alabama; 
Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; 
{Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, presented the 


‘petition of Jonathan Boone, praying a change of 


entry. 

Also, of Robert Murray, for the same purpose. 

Also, of numerous citizens of the State of Mis- 
ouri, praying for a grant of lands for the purpose 
of making a road from the seat of Government 
ip Missouri, by Little Rock, to the Mississippi 
river. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, and Mr. ADAMS, 
of Massachusetts. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
James L. Kennon; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Glover; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Fawcett; which was read twice and committed. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


On motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
village of Binghampton, in the county of Broome, 
and State of New York, through Windsor and 
Sanford, to the village of Deposite, in the county 
ef Delaware, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. BOCKEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provision, by law, for the satisfaction of 
military land warrants, issued by the United 
States in satisfaction of claims for bounty land for 
services during the revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr. HARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing additional compensation to Joel Bysinger of 
New York, for the destruction of property in the 
late war, and for the use of buildings for the 
American army. 

On motion of Mr. TURNER, 

Resolved, That the several memorials and peti- 
tions now on file in this House, praying for an 
appropriation to be made for the removal of ob- 
structions in the bay below the port of Havre de 
Grace, Maryland, near Specucie Island, be referred 
tu the Committee on Commerce. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of the 
House to take up the mint bill. He hoped the 
request would be assented to, for it was highly 
important that the bill should be passed by the 
first of the year, inasmuch as it was proposed to 
take effect from and after the first day of January 
next, and this was the last day of the present 
week on which it could be acted on. 

_ Me. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, object- 
ing; 

"har. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rule for the purpose; which motion prevailed 
by a vote of 89 to 37. 

On motion of the same gentleman, the House 
then went into Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union, (Mr. Musienserc in the 
chair,) and took up the bill the title of which is 
as follows: ‘ An act establishing a mint, and reg- 
ulating the coins of the United States.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the substitute 
heretofore reported, which was the same in sub- 
stance as the bill reported last year, with a few 
verbal alterations. : 

The bill, as amended, having been read, and 





planatory remarks from that gentleman in relation 
to the ore coin, 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that this was a bill of 
too much paperanian to be hurried through. More- 

had no opportunity of gi ing ita 
private examination, and to the best of his belief 
it had not been laid on the tables of the members. 
He also adverted to the change introduced by de- 
preciating the peepee coin. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the bill 
was before the House last session, and the amend- 
ed bill had been laid on the tables of members ten 
days since. Mr. C. also explained the matter 


| about copper coin, by showing that the loss was 


very immaterial, and that upon silver none at all, 
only that its weight would be diminished by les- 
sening the alloy. 

Mr. ADAMS could not consent to move a step 
on this bill without having had an opportunity of 
examining it, and he should therefore move that 
the committee rise; lost—ayes 65, noes 65; the 
Chair voting in the negative, the noes were 66. 

Mr. JARVIS stated that there would be no 
change whatever in the value of the dollar, be- 
cause there was to be the same amount of pure 


| silver in the new dollar which was contained in 
| the old dollar. 


Mr. INGERSOLL considered the reduction of 
the weight of the copper coin very small, only 
14} per cent.; an alteration scarcely adapted to the 
augmented price of copper. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts was entirely right as to the original 





weight of the copper coin; but, in consequence of 
the augmented price of copper, changes had been 
made from time to time, which alterations he con- 
sidered very immaterial, unless this coin was to 
be made a legal tender. In relation to the silver 
coin there was no alteration at all, the amount of 
pure silver being the same in the proposed dollar 
as in theold dollar. Healso stated that the stand- 
ard of value would not be fractional as heretofore, 
which, if not an improvement, wasat least a sim- 





| 


. — Se 


plification. The bill also provided for the better 
security of the public property, by requiring the 
officers to give greater security than heretofore; 
and provided for a general director of the institu- 
tion, whose business it should be to supervise 
the whole operations of this important institution. 


| The bill also provided greater facility in returning 


coin for bullion to individuals who deposited bul- 
lion for coinage. Mr. L. then moved to strike 
out the provision that copper coins should bea 
a tender, according to their nominal value; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to strike out the sec- 
tion which related to the copper coins, so as to 
leave them at their present standard; and made 
some remarks in support of the motion, and in fe- 

ly to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He be- 
ieved that the mint might now go on in coining 
copper, and at the same time be making a very 
considerable profit. He saw no necessity for this 
reduction, and hoped it would not be made. 

Mr. McKIM stated that he was largely e ed 
in the copper business, and knew the value of it. 
He considered the reduction necessary to prevent 
the copper coin from being melted up. 

Mr. INGERSOLL suggested that it would be 
better to alter the standard contained in the bill 
than to strike out the section altogether. 

Mr. HARPER then moved to strike out one 
hundred and forty, and insert one hundred and 
sixty-eight grains. 

After some further remarks by Mr. GILLET, 
the motion of Mr. HARPER was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr BRIGGS, the committee then 
rose and reported progress; and, on motion of the 
same gentleman, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE.OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friwar, December 23, 1836. 


Mr. ASHLEY asked leave of the House to 
make a few remarks in relation to himself per- 
sonally. 

Objection odes made, ° 

Mr. A. would barely remark that it was only 
with reference to his absence from the House yes- 
terday when a matter of great importance to his 


| 


December 23 

————’ 
State and constituents was before the House. H 
alluded to the resolutions presented by a ently 
man from Illinois [Mr. Reyno.ps] from the Lege 
lature of that State, on the location of the Nationa] 
road in Missouri and Illinois. He wished to mak, 
known that when that subject came properly bg. 
fore the House, he should be prepared to show 
the absurdity of the plan proposed in the regoly. 
tions. Inasmuch as objections had been made tp 
his addressing the House, he should content him. 
self with avowing his intention of meeting thog 
resolutions, or any thing else on that subjec 
whenever they came up to receive the action of 
the House. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked the consent of th, 
House to make a motion that when the House ad. 
journs this day, it adjourn over to Tuesday next 

ut it was objected to, and Mr. A. did not press 
the motion. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Connecticut; 

—— RUSSELL and GILLET, of New 
ork; 

(Mr. Russet presented the petition of Stephen 
Freeman, the committee of the estate and person 
of Elijah Freeman, a iunatic pensioner on the roll 
of revolutionary pensioners of the New York 
Agency, praying payment for arrears of pension, 
from the 4th March, 1820, hitherto; which, on 
motion of Mr. R., was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions.} 

Mr. BEAUMONT, of Pennsylvania; 

{On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, the 
petition of the heirs of Colonel William Edmon- 
son, and David Edmonson, now on the files of 
the House, was referred to a select committee. } 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, of North Carolina; 

Mr. LUKE LEA, of Tennessee; 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois; 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; 

(Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, moved that the 
petition of the heirs of Daniel Boon, which was 
referred during last session to a select committee, 
be referred to the select committee to which was 
referred the petition of the heirs of Colonel Wil- 
liam Edmonson, which was done.] 

(Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, presented 
the memorial of the Boston Marine Society, for 
an appropriation for the erection of a light-house 
on Nauset beach, Cape Cod; also, the memorial 
of the same society, for an appropriation for the 
erection of buoys and spindles in Boston harbor.] 


REPORTS |FRCM COMMITTBES. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Nava! 
Affairs, reported a bill granting a pension to Olive 
Grover; read twice and coeninel. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the reso- 
lution of Congress for erecting a monument to the 
meee of General Wooster; read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Heron; read twice and committed. 

Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
H. Taylor; read twice and committed. 

Mr. STORER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of William York; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the following bills: 

1. A bill for the relief of Abraham Woodhull; 

2. A bill for the relief of James A. Williams; 

3. A bill for the relief of John Hollingswood; 

4. A bill for the relief of William J. Phelps; and 

5. A bill for the relief of William Walker; all 
which were severally read twice and committed. 


Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Christian Maittis. 

- NORTHWESTERN INDIANS. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion made on a formerday by Mr. Bett, 
to reconsider the vote of the House rejecting the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Jonzs, of 
Wisconsin, on the 20th instant: 
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a Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 


‘ cted to inquire into the expediency of 
‘ wopriating eiett for holding treaties with, and 
ite purchase of the lands belonging to, the Sacs, 
‘Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians, in Wiscon- 
‘gin Territor , and to provide for their removal 
Mississippi river.”” : 

Mr. BELL remarked that he had since ascer- 


S tained that it would be expedient to hold treaties 


with some of the Indians referred to; and, as it was 
a mere question of inquiry into the expediency of 
making the proposed appropriation, he had made 
the motion to reconsider, and hoped it would be | 
concurred in by the House. | 

The motion of Mr. BELL was agreed to; and | 


the question recurring on the adoption of the res- || 


n— 
s GARLAND, of Louisiana, observed that | 
if it was to be the policy of the Government to go 
on concentrating the numerous tribes of Indians | 
now within the limits of all the Stetes, on the bor- | 


' ders of Louisiana and Arkansas, he must enter | 
| his protest against it. He hoped the House would |. 


now give an expression of its opinion on the sub- 
ject, and not carry out this policy any further. | 
Mr. BELL thought it would be the best policy | 
of the Government to remove many of the tribes | 
of Indians west of the Mississippi; but as to what 
a was a question yet- to be considered. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, was not opposed | 


to the resolution on general grounds, and referred 


to a letter in the Missouri Republican, received | 


by him this morning, stating that treaties with the 
Sacs and Foxes had been already concluded; and, 
if this information were correct, the resolution 


| under consideration was perhaps not altogether 


unnecessary. He, however, should not oppose it. 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, had no desire to 


provoke a discussion at that time, nor was he op- | 


posed to carrying any stipulations of every treaty 
already made with Indian tribes into effect; but he 
was hostile to the further continuance of the poli- 


| cy of the Government in reference to making new 


treaties. 
Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, repeated his opin- 


|| ion before expressed, that it was safer, both for 


| the white population and the Indians also, that the 


He | 


oped, however, that the gentleman from Louis- | 


jana would waive his objection to this resolution, | 


as it was one merely directing’ an inquiry to be | 


ade. 

“a: GARLAND, of Louisiana, replied that it | 
was impossible to determine what course would 
be pursued by the Committee on Indian Affairs. | 
If it was so that the policy of the Government was | 
not to be changed in relation to the removal of the 
Indian tribes west of the Mississippi, he was not 
disposed to have a report of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs in its favor, because there was no 
gentleman in that House who did not know the 
dificulty of resisting the report of a committee. 
He hoped gentlemen would meet this question 
at the threshold, and not permit the numerous 
Indian tribes to be located on the borders of one 
or two of the southwestern States. 

Mr. ASHLEY said, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and a representative from 
a State as deeply interested as any other, he 
wished to say a few words. He said there wasa 
large number of the Indian tribes already on the 
west of the Mississippi, and, upon reflection, he 
considered it better that they were there than not; 
because the Government could better protect them 
and keep them in subjection when they were in 
one body, than when they were divided up among 
the States. Besides this, when they were in one 
neighborhood they were as one family, and were 
not subject to the same dissensions which per- 
vaded the tribes when settled apart. He would 
also much prefer, in time of war, to have them allin 
one body, and strike against the whole, than have 
to hunt them up when scattered over the different | 
States. He concluded, by expressing the nope 
that the subject might go to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and there be disposed of. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, hoped that the 
question, as to the policy of removing the Indians, | 
would not now be discussed, on a mere question 
to refer a subject to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. This policy had been pursued for twenty 
years, and now the gentleman from Louisiana 
asked the House to go into the whole subject 
again, upon a mere resolution of reference. He 
considered the policy entirely proper, and alluded 
to recent difficulties in Alabama and Florida, as 
an evidence of itsexpediency. Hesaid, that since 
the Government had adopted thie policy, we never 
had had any difficulty with the Indians on our 
western frontier, and pointed to the difficulties 
which the Government had frequently had with 
the Indian tribes within the betes of the States. 

e concurred entirely with the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Asuuey,} that it was more safe to 
concentrate the Indians at one point; that gentle- 
man’s argument was conclusive and irrefutable, 
that the Government of the United States could 
more easily suppress any hostile intention, and 
repel any sudden measures of the Indians. He 
oped the committee would be permitted to make 
the proposed inquiry. 








| latter should be Concentrated together than sparse- 
ly scattered about over a large extent of country. | 


He deemed the remarks of the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Asutey,] of great weight. 

Mr. DAVIS was decidedly of opinion that this 
resolution ought to be adopted, and the proposed 


|| inquiry givenin charge of the Committee on Indian 
He adverted to the unfortunate example | 


Attairs. 
there existed at this time in the State from whence 


he came, (Indiana,) of Indians living in the very | 


heart of white settiements. There was, at this 
moment, a tribe of the Miamies occupying a reser- 
vation of thirty miles square, exercising all the 
control and power of an independent and sovereign 


| nation, surrounded on every side by a large pop- | 
In this view of the subject | 


ulation of whites. 
alone, if in no other, it presented itself as a ques- 


| tion deserving of deep and immediate inquiry. 





In a moral point of view it was not less impor- 
tant. 


notoriously in the habit of imbibing all the bad 


passions, propensities, and practices of the whites, || 


without acquiring any of their good qualities. 
There was another reason, arising out of motives 
of economy, rendering the inquiry proposed ex- 
oo at this time. The Indians, after the whites 
ad become long settled among them, began to 


entertain an extravagant notion of the value of || 


their lands; and the Indians at this time, in Indiana, 
were holding up their reservations at from one to 


ten dollars an acre; and thousands upon thousands | 
had been already expended by the General Gov- || 


ernment in fruitless efforts to make treaties with 
them. 

Mr. D. then adverted to the immense tide of 
emigration now rolling on towards the Wisconsin 


Territory, and the inconveniences and evils that || 
| would hereafter ensue from the commingling of the 


whites and the reds. He agreed with the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Garianp,] that it would be 
much more easy to protect the Indians,and ourown 


frontier too, when they were concentrated and | 


confined within a definite line, even of some two 
or three hundred miles in extent, than when they 
were, as now, scattered over thousands of miles. 
If all the Indians were removed west of the Mis- 
sissippi, the law had provided them ame protec- 
tion; and in every point of view, whether from 
motives of expediency, morality, economy to the 
Government, and the welfare of all parties, meas- 
ures ought to be adopted with the least possible 
delay for purchasing all the Indian reservations in 
the different States. 

Mr. PARKER inquired if gentlemen ‘believed 
that legislation was necessary, because of the tar- 
diness of the President to execute the laws enact- 
ed for making treaties with the Indian tribes? If 
legislation was necessary to spur the President on 
in this matter, he was very much mistaken in his 
character. 

Mr. DAVIS explained, that the President did 
not want legislation to spur him on, but he wanted 
the means of removing those Indians; an appropri- 
ation was necessary before the President could do 
ra ae 

r. PARKER observed that there was money 
appropriated for holding treaties with those In- 
dians; and it looked to him like an instruction to 
the President to be forcing this measure. Besides 
this, the Indians had set a price on their lands, 
and if this resolution was passed, it would lead 
them to believe that the Government was anxious 
to get their lands, consequently they would raise 


He knew from his own experience, that | 
wherever these locations existed, the Indians were | 


AT 


the price. He hoped the subject would be left as 
it was. 


The resolution was then agreed to—ayes 99, 
}| noes not counted. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 


The following resolution, submitted on a former 
day by Mr. Cuapin, was taken up, considered, 
and agreed to: 

** Resolved, That the President of the United 
‘States be requested, if he shall deem it consistent 
‘with the public interests, to communicate to this 
* House all information he may have obtained in 
‘relation to the bequest of James Smithson, late 
‘of London, deceased, to found an institution at 
‘Washington, for the diffusion of knowledge 
‘among men, since the appointment of an agent 
‘under the act of Congress of last session.’’ 


NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The following resolution, submitted on a former 
day by Mr. Jarvis, was taken up, considered, 
and agreed to: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 

| directed to furnish this House with the names of 

‘the officers of the navy, who have, during the 
| * year 1836, received orders for service, and who 
‘have asked to be excused, together with the 
| reasons offered by them for such indulgence.” 


THE TARIFF. 


The next resolution in order was the one sub- 
mitted by Mr. Fry on the 20th instant, as amend- 
ed by the House, as follows: 

‘© Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture 
‘ be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
‘immediately abolishing the duty on foreign grain 
‘and breadstuffs of all kinds.” 

The question pending was the amendment of 
Mr. Apams to embrace a repeal of the duties on 
‘* foreign coals, salt, and iron.”’ 

Mr. FRY acdressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: When I had the honor, a few 
| days ago, to submita resolution to inquire into the 
|| expediency of immediately abolishing the duty 
upon foreign breadstuffs, I did it under no other 
apprehensions than that the wants of the commu- 
| nity, arising out of the present scarcity of bread- 
stuffs, earnestly called for a measure of the kind. 
Such were my convictions of the propriety of the 
|| inquiry, that at the time | was not very anxious 
| as to what committee the subject should be re- 
ferred; yet it did seem to me, upon reflection, that 
| giving the subject into the hands of the Committee 
|| on Agriculture was like giving a cause for a trial 
into the hands of one of the parties interested in 
its decision. 

As adopting a principle, I should say that when 
| the wants of the community, (which in some places 

at this time amount very nearly to distress, become 
the subject of legislation, all questions of interest, 
| of policy, or of compromise, should be made to 
fall before it. The interests of the country, or the 
_ policy of the country, in relation to matters and 
| things in general, are in the ordinary course of 
| things, the proper subjects for legislative action. 
| But when cases of actual want and suffering amon 
| a portion of the country present themselves, | fee 
it my duty, as one of the Representatives of the 
_ people, to consider those wants, and, if possible, 
to supply them, even at the risk of interest or 
| policy. [ did thus far not anticipate the opposi- 
tion to the reference of the resolution which it 
| met; but as the House saw proper to give a pref- 
|| erence to the Committee on Agriculture, because 
| in the opinion of gentlemen the resolution was 
| calculated materially to affect the agricultural in- 
| terest, I hope the Sloan with equal candor, will 
| reject the amendments proposed, and let the sub- 
| ject go to its appropriate committee free and apart, 
| and unincumbered with any other matters not 
| strictly within the province of the duties of that 
| committee. 

Sir, when a member offers a proposition, the 
| result of deep-felt conviction that the wants of the 
| country, or a very large portion of the country, 
| call for it; or when a member in his place offers a 
| resolution instructing the Committee of Ways and 
Means to inquire into the expediency of aboljsh- 
| ing the duty on breadstuffs, and it pleaded that 
the Committee on Agriculture is the only proper 
tribunal for the investigation of that subject, and 
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the House show a disposition to concur in that 


| his mite to alleviate the condition of these people 


opinion, and gentlemen afterward propose amend- || as much as in his power? Why endeavor to de- 
ments by taking into the account subjects entirely || feat the inquiry? what can be the object of en- 
unconnected with the duties of that committee, | larging the duties of the Committee on Agriculture, 
what does it intimate; what are we to infer? To || by giving them jurisdiction over the whole tariff 
me it appears as intended to defeat the proposition | system, as proposed by the amendments? None 


and prevent its being referred at all. 
I am therefore opposed to the amendment, be- 
cause | believe it intended ultimately to smother 


| 


| other than to smother the inquiry. Rather may 
| the people of the country, upon whom the present 
| high price of breadstuffs bears insufferably hard, 


and defeat the inquiry, and any action from being | be left in their present situation, deplorable as it is, 


had upon the subject; and, sir, is not the sub- 
ject one that calls for the action of this House? 
Does not every gentleman upon this floor know 
well that there is a state of want, if not general, 


at many places, which must soon amount to actual || 


suffering? Has not the price of breadstuffs dou- 
bled itself within no long period, while the price 


his bread, have advanced in nothing like the same 
ratio? I know this to be the case in some large 
districts of a populous and industrious part of the 
country. I know the prices of grain are enor- 
mously high—in some instances, because the 
farmers have none to sell; and in some instances, 
because they are keeping it fora still higher price; 


while the honest but poor laborer and mechanic, || 


with their families, who have it not, and whose 
means of obtaining it have not increased in a ratio 
any way proportioned to the increase in the price 
of breadstuffs, are left to suffer the consequences. 
If this were the case in but a single district, ought 


we not to inquire, and inquire speedily, if there || 
be no relief, or some mitigation for those who un- || 


fortunately become the victims of such a state of 
things? i 
I represent—and it is a part ofthe country which, 
for industry and economy, is not exceeded by any 


ceedingly hard upon the poorer class of our peo- 
ple. Farmers who heretofore have annually sold 
considerable quantities of grain, have this year, in 
consequence of the great and almost entire failure 
of the crops, scarcely sufficient for their own use; 
yet, perhaps, ina majority of cases, they have 
sufficient for their own immediate consumption. 
But, then, a very large, interesting, and useful 
portion of our people, our laborers and mechanics, 
upon whose, and from whose labor, all the real 
wealth of the country is derived,and upon whom, 
and to whom, we have to look as the defenders 
of the country in time of peril or invasion—this 
class of our population are without this necessary 
of life; and from the circumstance that the prices 
of labor are not proportioned to that of breadstuffs, 
they are not only without it, but without the 
means of obtaining it. 

No man in this House, nor no man in this 
country, without actual experience, knows what 
it isto be poor. (There are people, who, by ex- 
travagance and prodigality in their habits of life, 
even with a liberal income, are poor; I do not 
mean them.) I mean those who have large fam- 


ilies to maintain, frequently overtaken by sickness, || 


either from the want of the necessaries of life, or 


other causes; who have high rents to pay, high || 
prices for fuel, food, and clothing, and for the || 


support of which the poor man is entirely depend- 
ent upon his labor. Such are poor people; and 





_than we will consent to take down the present 
duties; for fear, if once commenced, the injury 
| might extend itself into the whole system of in- 
direct taxation that now is, and has been, since 
its commencement, grinding the honest, indus- 


|| trious laborer and mechanic down to a level with 


'| the Government 





| the slave, upon the mere pretence, of collecting 
of labor, or the means of the consumer to obtain | 


money for the support of the Government, when 
oes not need it, 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his late report 
to this House, by a calculation and estimate upon 
| the future revenue of the country, the force of 
| which, I confess, has not struck me with the ut- 
| most severity, predicts that, ere long, the revenue 
| will not be sufficient for the expenses of the Gov- 
| ernment, and this may be one reason why mem- 
| bers are opposed to any modification of the present 
| tariff. But if the inquiry is proposed to extend 
| no further than breadstuffs, as contemplated by 

this resolution, which have never yet produced 
| any revenue, and which is the most essential ne- 
cessary of life, the system cannot be affected, nor 
the revenue impaired, while the wants of the 


|| country may be greatly relieved. Again, sir, 
There is in that part of the country which || 


when such a state of things arrives, as that the 
| revenue of the country will not support the Gov- 


| ernment, it will be good time to inquire whether || 
in this Union—there is almost a general want, an || 
absolute scarcity of breadstuffs, which bears ex- | 


the expenses of the Government conform to an 
amount necessary to the permanency and well- 
| being of a plain republican government. Sir, ac- 


|| cording to any calculation that | have ever made 
|| upon the subject, I think the expenses of the 


| Government (not on account of their amount, but 


|| on account of preserving that ancient republican 


| simplicity which has hitherto characterized it) are 
| far, very far, beyond what they ought to be, and, 
perhaps, double what they would be, if the people 


| supported the Government by direct taxation. I 


|| But where? 


|| the Executive account. 


do not wish to be understood as favoring a plan of 
direct taxation. I use the words merely toshow, 
or rather to convey the idea or opinion of the dif- 
ference, which a different mode of collecting reve- 
nue might make to the tax-payer. 

But, sir, if there be more expenses incurred 
than should be, is there no remedy? Certainly. 
It is beyond the reach or control of 
| Executive vigilance, and cannot be chargeable to 
But, sir, the remedy is 
| here, in this House; and here only. Here it is 

that offices are created. Here it is that salaries 


to time, until they become exorbitant, just as if we 


| are created, and allowed, and extended, from time 
; 


| had to legislate exclusively for the benefit of the 
officers of the Government, without any regard to 


|| the situation or condition of those whom we more 


I say, | repeat, no man in this House or in this | 


country, who has been raised and brought up in 


easy or affluent circumstances, can form the re- || 


motest idea of the actual condition and frequent | 
{though often silent) suffering of this valuable | 


portion of ourcommunity. Valuable, I say, be- || 


cause it is their labor which produces and consti- | 


tutes the wealth of the country. 
which sustains and supports your Government; 


your tariff systems, your banks, and yourthousand || 


other corporate and chartered privileged orders 
that monopolize, feed, and fatten upon the sweat 
and toil of this great artery in the body-politic. 

Sir, | have passed the abyss. But I do know 
from sadand impressive experience, what it is to 
be poor; and I can sympathise and feel, and I do 
feel, for the sufferings and privations of those who 
are thus situated; and [ would sacrifice almost any 
interest, any policy, and any compromise, to ad- 
minister as far asin my power to the wants of 
that unfortunate class of my countrymen. 

And what excuse, what justification, cana mem- 
ber of this House plead, in refusing to contribute 


It is their labor || 


| 
' 


immediately represent; here it is, that all moneys 
are appropriated; and here it is in this House 
alone, that a remedy is to be found; and if the 
people will avail themselves of it, it is in their 
power. The people, in selecting their representa- 
tives in their National and State councils, should 
send more farmers, and fewer professional men; 
more mechanics, and fewer overgrown capitalists. 
I make the suggestion with perfect deference to 
the feelings of every gentleman present. But gen- 
tlemen will agree with me, that the different classes 
of the community are never represented according 
| to their respective federal numbers, and which, in 
a government where we know of no distinctions, 
they are entitled to be. 

But many people entertain an idea that, unless 


a man can makea speech, he is not qualified for a 
| seat in their councils. Let me say to them, that I 
have not a doubt upon my mind that many of as 
good and industrious men, and no doubt as able 
/asany in this House, do not pretend to make 
| speeches; they will not waste time. A whole- 
| some discussion is not to be condemned, but I 
would draw a material distinction between discus- 
sion and making speeches. But enough of this. 
When I offered the resolution under considera- 
tion, gentlemen very earnestly, and I doubt not 
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very honestly, asked me, why, are you not 

farmer, and do not you represent an agriculty ; 
district and interest? Certainly | am, and if} 
resent any interest at all, it is the agricultur| 
interest. But will any gentleman demonstrate 

me that the farmer has any interest at stake nh 
existing tariff of duties upon foreign imports) 
W hy gentlemen tell me there is a duty of aboy, 
twenty-five cents on a bushel of wheat. Wel, 
suppose there is; the foreign wheat, upon an ay, 
erage, is not worth by twenty-five cents a ; 


8 
|asourown. I show this in a measure, im 
paper handed me by a gentleman. This show, 


that during the three quarters of the present year 
the amount apoctad at New York was 164,009 
bushels, valued at $137,000, making about eight ‘ 
four cents a bushel; could our wheat have wd 


purchased at the same price during the sam 


period? No. Again, the importation of whey 
or of any grain, is a mere nominal thing, unless jy 
a time, like the present, of great scarcity, there iy 
none imported, and to show that, I will mention 
that for the year 1835, the importation at Ney 


| York (and which constitutes the great part of the 


importation) was 2,718 bushels, producing an iten 
of $659 in the revenue derived from imposts 
amounting in the whole to about twenty millions. 
Then, sir, how is the object of the resolution ty 
affect the farming interest? The tariff system jg 
of no earthly advantage to the farmer, because 


| foreign grain cannot by the existing tariff be 
| brought into contpetition with his; and if we only 


import at times of extreme scarcity, when farmer 
have little or none to sell, it constitutes an unne 
cessary tax upon the consumer, without any ade. 

uate benefit to the farming interest. Sir, the 
arming interest is not protected; the small duty 
upon his wheat was in the beginning a mere cheat, 


| to gull him into the support of the whole system 


—a perfect humbug, so far as the interests of the 
farmer can compare to the other protected inter. 
ests; and if you had as many practical farmer 
here as you ought to have, they would tell you 
so. But in another view, ifthe existing duty upon 
foreign wheat were an advantage to the farmer, | 
should still press this inquiry. The farmer at this 
time, who has the article of breadstuffs to sel, 
realizes at least double the usual or ordinary 
prices for his goods—could he not better take 
twenty-five cents less than double price for his 
grain, than the poor consumer can pay such high 
prices as at present? Surely he could, and would 
still get an extraordinary price for his grain, 
while the consumer would be very much relieved, 

Sir, gentlemen say I go against the farming in- 
terest. This word interest seems to be the germ 
from which sprang, in a measure, this whole sys- 
tem of protection. Sir, to elucidate my opinion, 
I fancy to myself that a number of gentlemen mett 
here; the one wishes to embark in the manufa- 
turing of cottons, another of woolens, another of 
iron, another has a bed of stone coal, &c., and they 
enter into an agreement that for their mutual ben- 
efit, and to make those interests permanent and 
valuable, they must be protected from competi- 
tion. As among the parties concerned there may 
be nothing wrong, for the advance paid by the one 
upon the interest of the other, is repaid by his 
having the same bounty accruing upon his interest. 
But these gentlemen constitute but a very small 
portion of the community, and the great mass of 
the people, the laborers and mechanics, have n0 
interests to protect, and consequently all the profs 
arising out of those different protected interests, 
are paid by the mass of the community. The 
whole system is upheld and supported by those 
industrious poor, who have no interest to protect. 
But some will say, if the wealthy portion’ of the 
community prosper, the poor man will prosper too. 
The argument will not hold good; look around & 
your manufacturer of cottons or woolens, you! 
manufacturer of iron, your coal merchants, a0 
in nineteen out of twenty cases, you will find they 
have realized fortunes, while the poor operatives 
have, nineteen in twenty cases, not increased * 
dollar, yet these fortunes are the result of their 
labors. Other gentlemen say a repeal of theduly 
could not avail the community any thing, because 
before an act could be brought into operation, 
another and a more fruitful harvest may supply 
the present scarcity. ; 

Sir, | am informed, and I rely on the informs 
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